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BENA Tilemaker Tom Galloway 

Tom Galloway, rest in peace. 
You may not know Tom Galloway, but you know his 

work. In fact, if you live in Blenman Elm, you might have 
one of his tiles affixed to your historic home. For the last 17 
years, Tom and his late partner in work and life Rick Young 
have been glazing former state senator and BENA resident 
Steve Farley’s design for the BENA historic tiles. They also 
created the neighborhood monument on the SE corner of 
Campbell and Elm.  

In 1997, Tom and Rick jumped on board Steve’s crazy 
idea to translate photographs to tile in a system they called 
Tilography. In 1999 they dedicated their first Tilographic 
work, those black-and-white historic murals on Broadway at 
the eastern gateway to Downtown Tucson. For 20 years, the 
trio created Tilography murals all across Tucson and across 
the country.  

Rick passed away in 2018 and Tom left this earth in early 
January. They faced many obstacles in life, including Tom’s 
severe disabilities which he sustained during a life-
threatening viral infection fifty years ago. But they rose 
above the challenges, and their legacy of love and beauty 
will grace our community and communities across the nation 
for decades to come. We miss them dearly. 

-Steve Farley 

Blenman Elm Tiles for your house 

Despite the death of our tile manufacturer, we do have an 
alternate manufacturer identified. The teal blue, pink and 
white tiles celebrating both the Blenman Elm Historic 
District and the Blenman Elm Walking Friendly 
Neighborhood are now scattered throughout the 
neighborhood. The tiles are designed by BENA Honorary 
Board Member, former State Senator Steve Farley. We take 
orders only once a year. If you would like to have a tile for 
your property, place your order by June 15. Email 
benapresident@gmail.com 

The tiles cost $60 
and are 
customized with 
your home’s 
address and 
location.  
 

City of Tucson Considers Zoning Changes to 

Allow “Accessory Dwelling Units” on Smaller 

R-1 and R-2 Residential Lots  

In November, Tucson Mayor and Council asked 
Planning and Development Services to start amending the 
zoning code to permit Accessory Dwelling Units (ADUs).   

What is an ADU?  
The City’s current zoning codes do not define an ADU. 

According to the City website, an ADU is “an 
independent housing unit with its own kitchen, bathroom, 
living and sleeping space. These units are typically under 
1,000 square feet and are accessory to a primary residence.” 

Current zoning restrictions mean an accessory building 
(attached or detached) with a full kitchen is legal only on R-
1 lots greater than 10,000 square feet and R-2 lots greater 
than 5,808 square feet.  
Why change the zoning? 

Mayor and Council suggest allowing ADUs on smaller 
lots will: 
• Increase the supply of affordable rental housing 
• Encourage more flexible housing options for seniors 
• Support multi-generational households and living 

arrangements 
• Provide supplemental income to landowners and 

promote neighborhood stability 
• Support climate-resilient infill development within 

existing neighborhoods. 
What is the process for changing the zoning? 

Planning and Development Services (PDS) formed a 
group of stakeholders to investigate the issue by asking 
Mayor Romero and each City Councilperson to recommend 
potential members. PDS wanted people with expertise in the 
topic, such as architects and real estate professionals, as well 
as neighborhood representatives. 

The group’s monthly meetings started in December 2020. 
Attendees from BENA are Alice Roe, Mari Jensen, James 
“Cosmo” Cramer and Patrice Lange. 

PDS held the first public meetings via Zoom in late 
February. The presentation from the meeting and a video are 
here: https://www.tucsonaz.gov/pdsd/accessory-dwelling-
units-code-amendment   The second set of public meetings 
will likely be in mid-April and a third set in May. PDS plans 
to present a proposal to Tucson’s Mayor and Council in 
June.  -continued on page 2- 
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What are the issues and the possible effects on Blenman-
Elm? 

Most of Blenman-Elm is single-family homes zoned R-1. 
Under the current zoning code, lots larger than 10,000 
square feet may have an ADU. The proposed changes would 
allow ADUs on smaller lots. 

Issues the stakeholder group identified are: 
• Appropriate size for ADUs – building area and height 
• Occupancy – rentals, group dwellings 
• Parking and vehicle access to the ADU 
• Placement of ADUs within the lot – property-line 

setbacks and area covered by buildings  
• Privacy mitigation, particularly for two-story ADUs 
• Building standards (such as code for foundations, ADA 

access, electric) 
• Historic standards and compatibility 
• Appropriate zoning districts for ADUs. Allow them 

only in some areas? 
Additional issues that came up in the stakeholder group 
1. Concern that in near-UA neighborhoods such a code 
amendment will just create more student housing, rather than 
more housing for multi-generational families and for seniors.  

Attendees from Feldman and Jefferson Park 
neighborhoods expressed this concern. 

Other attendees suggested one solution would be 
requiring that the owner live on the lot. ADU ordinances for 
some other municipalities have that requirement.   
2. Airbnbs 

This issue has been brought up, but there has been 
limited discussion.  

To comment: The comment section link is in the public 
meeting section of this website,  
https://www.tucsonaz.gov/pdsd/accessory-dwelling-units-
code-amendment.  
-- Mari N. Jensen 

Recent loss of two notable neighbors. 
Ellie Mering 
I first knew the Mering family when they lived in Colonia 
Solana and my sister baby-sat their four kids.  By the time I 
moved to Lee St. & Campbell in 1975, the Mering family 
had moved to the 1900 block of Elm St., so I got to know 
them quite well.  Ellie was quite an interesting person!  Back 
when women would get dressed to go shopping, I would 
often see Ellie at El Con, wearing a short tennis outfit, 
oblivious to sideways glances from others who were a tad 
shocked. 

She often walked fairly long distances, even to El Con 
from Elm St.  She was also quite gregarious, as well as a 
brilliant conversationalist and a writer.  One thing she was 
fond of was rhyming words and phrases, sometimes 

introducing herself as "I'm Ellie Mering, which rhymes with 
smelly herring." 

In recent years, Ellie developed dementia, but the wit 
never left her.  Her eldest daughter, an RN, moved back 
home to care for her.  However, even with the dementia, 
Ellie could often be seen walking to the Arizona Inn, where 
she enjoyed having a bite to eat in the piano bar.   

Only a few years ago did she move to assisted living and 
the house on Elm was sold.  Ellie died on 15 Feb, at 
age 89.   Her children held a Zoom memorial service for her 
on Sunday, 28 February. 

Agnes Garner 
In 1956, Agnes Garner moved to Tucson from Texas, to take 
a job as a professor in Women's P.E. (as it was called then,) 
more specifically, teaching international folk dance.  Within 
a few years, she had bought a house on the corner of Seneca 
and Margaret, where she lived until just before she died.  I 
first knew Miss Garner, as she was known to most, when I 
took folk dancing for my P.E. requirement as a college 
freshman.  Even in graduate school, I was a member of 
Folklanders, the campus folk dance group she advised. 

During her 30 years of teaching folk dancing at the 
University, she often readily agreed to help others teach folk 
dancing.  Those of you who have lived here long enough to 
have had children at Blenman when they still had 6th grade 
may remember her sister Charleyne Brooks (and her 
husband Clive,) who lived nearby on Elm Street, in a house 
that Clive built.  Mrs. Brooks taught at Blenman, so Miss 
Gamer often helped teach folk dances to the students there.  

Another thing that Agnes Garner only gave up in her later 
years, after her eyesight began to fail, was the Dodge Ram 
pickup truck she drove!  Even in her 80s, she could be seen 
driving that truck around.  Just a few years ago, I was 
driving past the Whataburger on Speedway near Craycroft, 
and spotted that unmistakable pickup!  I turned around and 
went inside, and there she was, enjoying her favorite kind of 
burger!  (Whataburger, I've heard, originated in Texas!) 

Remaining unmarried all of her life, she was 
nevertheless a mother figure to all her students as well as 
many others.  A tough Texas native, she was fiercely 
independent, yet demurely quiet, with a faint Texas accent 
and a slight smile that hinted of mischief.  She had turned 98 
last December.  Those who knew her expected her to go on 
forever.  Unfortunately, after a serious fall, she died on 19 
Feb.  Memorial services were held both in Tucson and in 
Texas, where she wished to be buried alongside her parents 
and the Brookses. -Miriam Pattison 

Blenman Elm Home Tour scheduled for 2023 

The BENA Home Tour 2020 that we had to cancel last 
spring is now scheduled for the spring of 2023, date to be 
decided. When BENA Home Tour chair Patrice Lang met 
with a representative from the Sam Hughes Neighborhood 
Association they decided that SHNA home tour would be in 
the spring of 2022, and BENA would take spring 2023. 
Please get in touch with Patrice if you would like to 
showcase your home and or garden. 
patricelange@hotmail.com 
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Are you unsure when to put out your Blue 

Recycling barrel?  

If you have a smart phone you can get the free Recycle 
Coach App. Once you set it up you can get reminder notices 
for trash and recycling, know about the changes due to 
Monday holidays and when the next Brush and Bulky 
collection will be. In addition there is a What goes Where 
dialog box. Name an item and the App will tell you where it 
should go, recycling or trash. Also you can use the app to 
report a missed collection, or graffiti on your barrel. Look 
for Recycle Coach in your smart phone app store. It is 
available for both Android and Apple phones. Or website: 
https://www.tucsonaz.gov/es/recycle-coach 
Please remember that glass is no longer collected in the blue 
barrel. Take your clean glass bottles and jars to the big 
purple roll-off collector by the south east side of the Ward 6 
Office, 3202 E First St. 

Household Hazardous Waste: The only place to 
dispose of your household hazardous waste is at Los Reales 
Landfill, 5300 E Los Reales Road. Hours are limited to 
Tuesdays and Thursdays 7AM to 4 PM. There are 2nd 
Saturday collections 8-Noon at locations. The closest to 
BENA will be at Hi Corbett Field 700 S Randolph Way on 
June 12 and December 11. For more info call: 791-3171 
https://www.tucsonaz.gov/es/household-hazardous-waste 

Brush and Bulky 

Our next Brush and Bulk pickup is scheduled for August 30. 
Please store your items on your property until pick up day, 
or put out no more than 2 weeks prior where your trash is 
ordinarily picked up. 

For our student neighbors 

We love your enthusiasm and we are pleased that you have 
chosen to live in Blenman Elm. Please be aware that your 
neighbors may not want to be part of your loud party 
especially late at night. With COVID-19 your neighbors are 
far more vulnerable if they get COVID than maybe you who 
are still young. You should take all precautions and wear 
your mask (it can be a fashion statement or show your 
Wildcat Love). Please keep your gatherings small as allowed 
by the County Health Dept. Neighbors, for noisy parties, 
please call 911 and explain how the noise is affecting you in 
your home with as much detail as possible. If the noise is 
coming from a student gathering, you may also call the 
UArizona Neighborhood Hotline 520-282-3649. The 
UArizona is proactive on these calls. We all want our 
students to be safe and keep our neighbors safe.  No one 
knows what the long term health consequences of a COVID-
19 infection may be. Let’s all work together to keep our 
community safe. Limit your gatherings to your household. If 
you want to entertain others, please do so out of doors, wear 
masks and maintain social distancing. 

 

How to be a good neighbor with your pets 

Dogs are regulated pets, through licensing, leash laws and 
ordinances that require you to poopy scoop. Cats should be 
kept indoors to protect them from the coyotes. If your cat is 
outdoors, though, the cat does not respect property lines 
fences or walls. Please do try to keep your kitties from doing 
their business in your neighbor’s yard. 
For dog (and cat) behavior issues the Humane Society of S. 
AZ has many resources: https://hssaz.org/adoptions/pet-
behavior-handouts-and-resources/ 

Waverly Well Site Butterfly Parklet at Treat 

The Waverly Well Site plans for a Butterfly parklet in 
memory of Jacquie Kinman are going forward. BENA has 
submitted an MOU (Memorandum of Understanding) with 
Tucson Water and are waiting to hear back. BENA also 
submitted an application for a Green Stormwater 
Infrastructure Grant to Tucson Clean and Beautiful. For both 
of these we submitted a site plan for the location prepared by 
neighbor Jennifer Patton of Wilder Landscape Architects. As 
of press time, we have not heard back yet. Neighbors are 
ready to proceed once we have permission to use the space. 
For more info, contact Alan Myklebust 
mykle@dakotacom.net. 

Get your COVID Shots when eligible 

Covid shots are being released to more groups. Check both 
the Pima County website and the Arizona State Health Dept. 
website regularly if you are waiting for your turn to sign up. 
As of printing, the guidelines are 55+ and frontline workers, 
plus all who had been in the prior groups As more vaccines 
become available, County and State will open for more 
appointments.  
Pima County Link: pima.gov/covid19vaccine 
Scroll down for links to AZ Dept of Health for the UA POD 
(point of delivery) and for availability through pharmacies.  
Phone numbers if you cannot register on line. Pima County 
TMC and TCC: 520-222-0119; Banner 833-509-0908; AZ 
Dept of Health for UA POD:844-542-8201 

Small cell poles 

Small cell poles have cropped up throughout the 
neighborhood. These are both Verizon and AT&T. Century 
Link has been providing the fiber optic links for these poles. 
Please let Ward 6 know if there are unexplained blue stake 
markings in the right of way in front of your home. 
Ward6@tucsonaz.gov 
Here is a link to the FAQ for Small Cell poles, which does 
have a link to the street light map that shows the small cell 
poles and currently permitted locations. You will need to 
zoom in to the area:  
https://www.tucsonaz.gov/tdot/small-cell-poles-faqs-and-
information 
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Welcome Packets  
Erica Hansen, Miriam Pattison and Leo Burkhart organize, 
gather materials and distribute the Welcome Packets for 
neighbors new to the neighborhood. Included is a welcoming 
letter and many informative pamphlets. Please email 
benapresident@gmail.com if you would like a packet or one 
for a new neighbor or want to help with this committee. This 
is a fun group to work with. 
Tucson Blvd Monthly Clean Up 
Neighbors continue to keep Tucson Blvd cleaned up from 
trash with the 3rd Saturday clean up. We are starting at 8 AM 
at 2318 E. Elm St. Thanks to all who have helped. We 
usually spend an hour to an hour and a quarter, and then get 
on with our own Saturday doings. Come the heat of summer 
we will go earlier. Contact BENApresident@gmail.com 

Blenman Elm Listserv 
Are you interested in joining the Blenman Elm io groups 
Listserv? Send an e-mail to Joe Spitale 
jnspitale@gmail.com. You will be sent an e-mail invitation 
to join the group. When posting messages, remember that 
messages go to all group members. Rants and uncivil 
messages are not acceptable. Please refrain from political 
commentary. 

This newsletter is being printed and mailed courtesy of a 
neighbor who wishes to remain anonymous. The City 
provides us one mailing per fiscal year, which we used last 
fall. We must pay for the printing and distribution by USPS. 
               - Alice Roe, Editor  

The Blenman Elm Neighborhood is the area between Campbell and 
Country Club, Speedway to Elm west of Tucson Blvd., Speedway to 
Grant east of Tucson Blvd. BENA includes residents on the north 
side of Elm St., Potter Place and Casa Seton. 
BENA Representatives for 2020-2021 
Officers: President Alice Roe 795-7310 
Vice President Steve Morrison 881-8330 
Treasurer Jim “Cosmo” Cramer 
Secretary Amanda Lee  

Board Members:  
Leo Burkhart Alan Myklebust Cliff Rowley  
Mari Jensen Miriam Pattison Joe Spitale  
Patrice Lange Sally Rodgers Teresa & Vince Vasquez 
     Honorary Board Member   Steve Farley 

BENA Board Meetings are usually held at 7:00 PM on the 2nd 
Thursday of the month virtually, September to May. Occasionally, the 
board meeting date and/or place is changed due to scheduling. 
Residents are invited to attend. You may reach your board members at 
BENA, P.O. Box 42092, Tucson AZ 85733, or email 
benapresident@gmail.com 

Want to support your neighborhood association? 
Send your 2020-2021 membership dues, $10.00 per household, 
to Treasurer, BENA, P.O. Box 42092, Tucson AZ 85733 

Name ____________________________________________ 

Address __________________________________________ 

Phone____________________________________________ 

Email ____________________________________________ 


