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Blenman Elm Neighborhood Association Fall 2020 
P.O. Box 42092, Tucson, Arizona 85733 

Why	is	this	newsletter	coming	after	the	BENA	Annual	Meeting?	
Call it a victim of stress, or whatever. The Fall BENA Newsletter was prepared in time, it just did not get to 
the printer for whatever reason. The upshot is that you received the postcard with the reduced size BENA 
newsletter first page announcing the BENA Annual Meeting, and City will mail this updated newsletter for 
us. We thank the Neighborhood Services Becky and Rebecca for their help getting out the word for the An-
nual Meeting and mailing this newsletter. A. Roe 

BENA	Annual	Meeting	report	for	those	who	
did	not	attend.	
At the BENA Annual meeting on November 12 more than fifty 
neighbors attended via Zoom. Congrats to all who managed to 
meet virtually. We heard from Council Member Kozachik on 
the state of COVID in the area (not great) and other City is-
sues. Ryan Fagan described what is happening with the Treat 
Ave. Bicycle Boulevard and specifically the changes to the 
original plan for the area north of Elm St. due to drainage is-
sues. He also said that the bicycle crossing on Grant at Treat 
will not wait for the Grant Road  Improvement Project which 
is still several years off for that segment. 
Thank you to Alan Myklebust for the nominations. We thank 
retiring board members Shirley Pitts (board member since 
1997) and Secretary Laurie Solon. We surely miss Jackie 
Kinman who died just as the original newsletter was to go to 
the printer. Amanda Lee has volunteered for the BENA Secre-
tary position. Elected to the BENA Board were:  

Leo Burkhart Miriam Pattison 
Jim “Cosmo” Cramer Sally Rodgers 
Mari Jensen Alice Roe 
Patrice Lange Cliff Rowley 
Amanda Lee Joe Spitale 
Steve Morrision  Teresa and Vince Vasquez 
Alan Myklebust 

At the December 10, 2020 virtual BENA Board meeting, the 
new board will elect the officers for the coming year. 

Yahoo	Group	to	migrate	
In other business, we agreed Joe Spitale, moderator of the ya-
hoo group, will migrate the Blenman Elm Yahoo Group to a 
similar platform before Yahoo Groups go dark on December 
15, 2020. He said  that the migration should be relatively 
smooth, and we will be expecting an email notice. Thanks Joe 
for the research and moderating. If you wish to be part of the 
BENA listserv, email Joe Spitale  jnspitale@gmail.com 

Butterfly	Pocket	Parklet	
Since the Annual Meeting planning is going forward for the 
Butterfly pocket park for the south part of the Tucson Water 
well site at  Treat and Waverly. This was the project that Jack-
ie Kinman had been such an inspiration organizing. We are 
again working with Ward 6 ‘s Diego Piña Lopez  We plan to 
name the parklet in honor of Jackie. Her spirit lives on. 

Household Hazardous Waste: The only place to dis-
pose of your household hazardous waste is at Los Reales 
Landfill, 5300 E Los Reales Road. Hours are limited to Tues-
days and Thursdays  7AM to 4 PM. For more info: 791-3171 
https://www.tucsonaz.gov/es/household-hazardous-waste  

With COVID the digital divide has become more 
acute. The ability to use a smart phone and be able to access 
the internet has become the lifeline. Much of our commerce 
has moved on line from kids’ school work to our university 
students’ classes. We are all learning. We are all in this 
COVID era together. We simply have to make our online 
world work for all. 

Please don’t feed the wildlife: Coyotes will eat your 
housecat if it is allowed to run free. Javelina love petunias if 
they can get access. They are not supposed to care for gerani-
ums, but that does not mean they will not damage the flowers 
if they have access.  

Brush and Bulky is February 22, 2021. For a special 
Brush and Bulky pick up other than our scheduled times of 
February 22 and August 30, call 791-3171. There is a charge. 

Guidelines	for	Blue	Barrel	Recycling	
No plastic grocery bags (they gum up the machinery) 
No garbage 
Do recycle plastic containers jugs and bottles, aluminum and 
tin cans, cardboard and paper, glass bottles and jars. All must 
be clean. Greasy pizza boxes must go in the trash. 
Use the smart phone app Recycle Coach for what and where to 
recycle your items. https://www.tucsonaz.gov/es/recycle-coach 

BENA  
The Blenman Elm Neighborhood 
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Small	Cell	Poles	
The installation of 4G/5G small cell poles is starting in 
BENA.  You can find a map that shows City street lights and 
the sites of existing poles and reserved sites where a right of 
way permit has been issued. The small cell poles are noted 
on this map as “reserved”. There are sites being used by 
Verizon as well as AT&T. As these are being installed in the 
Right of Way, there is a permit that you can view. Verizon 
includes  photos and proposed image with the pole. AT&T 
does not. Note that these proposed images and plans all in-
clude a street light We have been assured that although wir-
ing for a future street light is required by City, there is no 
plan to actually install the light unless the neighborhood or 
neighbors request it. It appears that the arm for a street light 
may be installed, but without a light. 
https://www.tucsonaz.gov/tdot/small-cell-poles-faqs-and-
information 
The small cell poles currently being installed in the City are 
from AT&T and Verizon. At this point, AT&T is installing 
only 4G small cells. It should be anticipated that these will 
be upgraded to include 5G. Verizon installs both 4G and 5G 
small cells. The purpose of these small cell poles is reported 
to be for in home WiFi and streaming services and to pro-
vide a first responder private communication network called 
FirstNet.   From City’s FAQ 

 
Circled are bulls eyes for reserved small cell poles and 
crosses for existing small cell poles 
In addition, Century Link is also getting into the small cell 
game. There has been blue staking for some sort of fiber 
optic connection for small cell poles or towers. 
In BENA these small cell poles have permits for:  

2090 E Mabel St. 
2290 E Helen St. 
2690 E Drachman St. 
1590 N Stewart Ave. 
2508 E Elm St. 
2528 E Elm St. 
2604 E Edison St. 

 
There are small cell poles already at: 

1291 N Tucson Blvd. 
1919 N Tucson Blvd. (photo above- Verizon) 
2203 E Speedway 
2805 E Speedway 

Actual construction for the permitted small cell poles may 
start 6 months to a year after the permit is issued due to a 
shortage of materials or contractors. For each site, the con-
tractor is supposed to contact the property owner adjacent to 
the right of way, but in practice that notification has been 
haphazard.  
	Treat	Avenue	Bike	Boulevard	

The City of Tucson Department of Transportation and 
Mobility (DTM) is finishing up design on the Treat Bicycle 
Boulevard project. As part of the $225 million November 
2018 voter-approved Proposition 407 Tucson Delivers Parks 
+ Connections Program, Treat Avenue will receive im-
provements to create a north-south low-stress bicycle corri-
dor from the Rillito River path to the Barraza-Aviation 
bikeway. This project will include new and upgraded signal-
ized crossing treatments along Treat Avenue for pedestrians 
and bike riders at several locations, including Grant and 
Speedway. It will also include traffic calming along Treat, 
including speed humps, landscaped traffic circles, and land-
scaped chicanes. These improvements will provide for a 
more comfortable walking and bicycling environment and 
provide better connectivity to other neighborhoods and des-
tinations.  

Construction on these improvements is scheduled to 
begin early next year. For information, please visit the pro-
ject website: 
https://tucsondelivers.tucsonaz.gov/pages/3rdtreat  
contact Project Manager Ryan Fagan at 
ryan.fagan@tucsonaz.gov or (520) 419-2245. 

Blenman	Elm	Home	Tour:	When??	
With the pandemic we cannot have our planned home tour 
this fall after having postponed it last spring. We thank those 
who have generously offered their homes for the tour in the 
past. Someday this pandemic will be over or under control 
and we will be able to resume our pre pandemic lives. But 
not yet.  Keep a home tour in mind for the future when we 
can showcase all of our Pandemic Home Improvement pro-
jects. 
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Q:	How	do	I	report	a	loud	party	or	unruly	
gathering?	 
A: Call 911. The police can respond to unruly gatherings – 
that is, those gatherings characterized by excessive noise or 
traffic, obstruction of streets, fighting, or serving alcohol to 
minors – with a “red tag.” Learn more at 
https://www.tucsonaz.gov/files/ward3/Unruly_Gathering_Ju
ne_2014.pdf.  
Q: Some University of Arizona (UA) students are not being 
good neighbors. What can I do? A: If the individuals are 
engaging in illegal activities, please call 911. Beyond that, 
the UA Dean of Students Office offers the following re-
sources for neighborhoods:  
•  Call the 24-hour Neighborhood Hotline with concerns or 
questions involving UA student neighbors at (520) 282-
3649.  
•  Email the Dean of Students Office at DOS-
deanofstudents@email.arizona.edu.  
•  If behavioral issues have arisen in off-campus housing, 
you can report them to the Dean of Students Office online if 
you know the name of the student or students. See this web-
site to read the UA Student Code of Conduct and find the 
online reporting form: 
https://deanofstudents.arizona.edu/accountability/faculty/stu
dent-accountability.  
-from FAQ at Ward 6 website 

Arizona	Inn	has	reopened	
The Arizona Inn has reopened as of October 1 for their reg-
istered guests only. As neighbors we look forward to a reo-
pening of the dining room and bar in the future when it will 
be safe. Their guests are being served by room service. 

TEP	Kino-DeMoss-Petrie	line	
There have been several meetings of the Community Work-
ing Group and public meetings for the TEP Kino DeMoss 
Petrie lines. All meetings since last spring have been virtual. 
Routes have been moved and there are now several combi-
nations of routes that will allow TEP to designate a couple of 
different routes when they go to the Arizona Corporation 
Commission for the line siting. Some neighborhoods are 
discussing the viability of undergrounding and have ques-
tioned TEP’s statement that undergrounding would cost 10 
times as much as the very tall poles to carry the above 
ground wires.  This will be a continuing dialog.  
https://www.tep.com/kino-to-demoss-petrie/ 

Doggie	issues	
Neighbors with dogs, and non neighbors with dogs: Please 
pick up after your dog when it has done its business. It is the 
law, but it is also a courtesy to our neighbors.  

	

The	realities	of	COVID	hit	home: Businesses have 
struggled. The Ali Baba restaurant is gone. FastSigns is 
moving east on Speedway. There are commercial spaces 
available. 
Slow	Down,	Drive	like	you	live	here!	
The Tucson Department of Transportation and Mobility 
launched SLOW DOWN, a Yard Sign Pilot Program de-
signed to inform drivers that they’re traveling on a 25 mph 
neighborhood street and to remind them that slowing down 
saves lives. During the pilot, they are giving away free yard 
signs to Tucsonans who take the Traffic Safety Pledge and 
commit to making our streets safer for everyone. 
To request a sign, go to:  
https://www.tucsonaz.gov/tdot/yard-sign-pilot-program 

	
COVID	Information	
For all our neighbors: Keep safe, use your mask when in 
public. Pima County Health COVID dashboard: you can 
check the data by zip code, or census tract (part of BENA is 
in census tract 16). And lots more good information. 
https://webcms.pima.gov/cms/One.aspx?portalId=169&page
Id=527452 
To keep up with the UArizona COVID situation go to 
https://covid19.arizona.edu/dashboard 
Welcome	Packets  
Want to help with this important activity? Jackie Kinman 
was a talented organizer. With her death, Miriam Pattison 
and Leo Burkhart need help organizing and assembling 
Welcome Packets for neighbors new to the neighborhood. 
Included is a welcoming letter and many informative pam-
phlets. Please email benapresident@gmail.com if you would 
like a packet or one for a new neighbor or want to help with 
this committee. This is a fun group to work with. 

Blenman	Elm	Listserv	
Are you interested in joining the Blenman Elm Listserv? 
Send an e-mail to Joe Spitale jnspitale@gmail.com. You will 
be sent an e-mail invitation to join the group. There may be a 
delay, as we are migrating to a new platform.When posting 
messages, remember that messages go to all group members. 
Rants and uncivil messages are not acceptable. Please refrain 
from political commentary. 
Palo	Verde	Neighborhood	Plant	Exchange		
The PVNA plant exchange will be held in March, date TBA 
at Palo Verde’s pocket park in the 3300 block of E Willard 
St. It will be a Saturday likely from 9:00 -10:30 AM. In Feb-
ruary we will use the Blenman Listserv to announce the date 
and time. Palo Verde is the neighborhood just east of BENA 
across N. Country Club. 
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Rezoning: Medical Square is undergoing a rezoning pro-
cess that will allow it to remain as is, but make it easier for 
the existing medical uses to be expanded to allow some cur-
rent alternative therapists to get their business licenses. The 
process will be a PAD that will expand the medical uses to 
alternative therapies that are now more mainstream than 
when the zoning for the area was established in the fifties. 
Blenman	Elm	Website	
BENA has a wonderful website with lots of information for 
residents under a variety of headings. There are newspaper 
clippings from the past, information on past home tours, a 
list of restaurants in the area. Throughout are scattered pho-
tos of the neighborhood. When you nose around this website 
you will find surprises that show the special neighborhood 
we live in. Thank you Margrit McIntosh for the BE website: 
https://blenmanelm.wordpress.com 
Tucson	Blvd	Monthly	Clean	Up	
Neighbors continue to keep Tucson Blvd cleaned up from 
trash with the 3rd Saturday clean up. We are starting at 8 AM 
at 2318 E. Elm St. Thanks to all who have helped. We usual-
ly spend an hour to an hour and a quarter, and then get on 
with our own Saturday doings. Contact  
BENApresident@gmail.com 

Welcome	new	BENA	Secretary	
Amanda Lee has volunteered to take on the job of BENA 
Secretary. We thank retiring secretary Laurie Solon for her 
faithful service to BENA for the last couple of years. 

The Blenman Elm Neighborhood is the area between Campbell and 
Country Club, Speedway to Elm west of Tucson Blvd., Speedway to 
Grant east of Tucson Blvd. BENA includes residents on the north 
side of Elm St. and Potter Place and Casa Seton. 
BENA Representatives for 2020-2021 
Officers: President Alice Roe 795-7310 

Vice President Steve Morrison 881-8330 
Treasurer Jim “Cosmo” Cramer 
Secretary Amanda Lee  

Board Members:  
Leo Burkhart Alan Myklebust Cliff Rowley  
Mari Jensen Miriam Pattison Joe Spitale  
Patrice Lange Sally Rodgers Teresa  & Vince Vasquez 
     Honorary Board Member   Steve Farley 

BENA Board Meetings are usually held at 7:00 PM on the 2nd Thurs-
day of the month virtually, September to May. Occasionally, the board 
meeting date and/or place is changed due to scheduling. Residents are 
invited to attend. You may reach your board members at BENA, P.O. 
Box 42092, Tucson AZ 85733, or email benapresident@gmail.com 

Want to support your neighborhood association? 
Send your 2020-2021 membership dues, $10.00 per household, 
to Treasurer, BENA, P.O. Box 42092, Tucson AZ 85733 

Name ___________________________________________  

Address _________________________________________  

Phone ___________________________________________  

Email ___________________________________________  

Membership dues ensure that you will receive your newsletter via 
first class mail. 


