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Blenman Elm Neighborhood Association Spring 2019 
P.O. Box 42092, Tucson, Arizona 85733 

Cyclovia	Sunday	April	7,	9AM-3PM	

 
The CYCLOVIA route this spring starts just across Campbell 
from BENA at the new north entrance to the Banner UMCT 
Hospital. There are to be activities in that parking lot as well as 
at other nodes on the route including the UA Poetry Center and 
several locations in the Feldman’s Neighborhood. The route 
goes 3 miles to the Warehouse Arts District. Join a car-free cel-
ebration of our streets on bikes, walking, or your own non-
motorized transport on Sunday April 7 from 9:00 AM to 3 PM. 
There is to be a Zip Line at the Banner parking lot. Also you 
will be able to tour a couple of floors of the new Banner Hospi-
tal building. This will be a genuine Tucson Happening. Come 
join in the fun. For more info: https://www.cycloviatucson.org 

Home	Tour	for	Next	Spring	2020	
If you would like to have a Home Tour in 2020, now is the time 
to start planning. We need a chair and a committee to work on 
this project. This will be a fundraiser. We need funds to update 
the Neighborhood Plan. 
To volunteer, please contact any board member (p. 4) or email 
benapresident@gmail.com 

Blenman	Vista	Plan	Update	
Three dedicated neighbors, Marilyn Robinson, Roger Howlett 
and Teresa Vasquez are working on the update of the Blenman 
Elm portion of the Blenman Vista Neighborhood Plan. It was 
originally written in 1986 and does need some updating. We 
need to update the maps, and could use volunteers and may 
incur some costs. When we have a draft we will post it on the 
BENA website. 

Spring	Fling	April	12-14	
The 45th Annual SPRING FLING takes place on the UA East 
Mall on April 12-14. Last year this student run carnival raised 
$60,000 to benefit UA clubs and organizations on campus. In 
addition they collected food for the Community Food Bank and 
Campus Pantry (a food bank on campus) and children’s books 
for Reading Seed through promotions. There will be carnival 
rides, food and entertainment. The student leaders of Spring 
Fling in the recent past have worked to keep the spill over noise 
out of the neighborhoods, through monitoring the sound levels, 
hours of operation and placement of the stage for the entertain-
ment. The students leading Spring Fling are learning a lot about 
event planning and professionalism. These are good skills for 
their future. Last year 22,000 attended. More info at 
http://springfling.arizona.edu 

Blenman	Elm	Tiles	for	your	house	
The teal blue, pink and white tiles celebrating both the Blenman 
Elm Historic District and the Blenman Elm Walking Friendly 
Neighborhood are now scattered throughout the neighborhood. 
The tiles are designed by BENA Honorary Board Member, 
former State Senator Steve Farley. We take orders only once a 
year. If you would like to have a tile for your property, place 
your order by June 15. Call Merrill at 327-5390 or email 
benapresident@gmail.com 

The tiles cost $60 
and are customized 
with your home’s 
address and location.  
 
 

UA	Alert is a free service that delivers emergency alerts to 
registered UA students, faculty and staff – as well as their 
friends, family and neighbors – via their cell phones, mobile 
devices and/or email accounts during a campus emergency. 
http://cert.arizona.edu/ualert 
Graffiti:  Call 792-2489 (792-CITY) The on line reporting 
form notes all the required information:  
https://www.tucsonaz.gov/tdot/graffiti-removal-report 
Or email graffiti@tucsonaz.gov 
FAQ from Ward 6. 
Our Ward 6 website has good info including Council Member 
Kozachik’s newsletters and a FAQ for neighbors: 
https://www.tucsonaz.gov/ward-6 

BENA  
The Blenman Elm Neighborhood 
Association Newsletter 
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BENA’s website, for neighborhood info: https://blenmanelm.wordpress.com 

Blenman	Elm	is	a	National	Historic	District	
Neighbors twenty years ago started the steps to nominate the 
neighborhood to the National Historic Register. There were 
many hours of research, many dollars to the consultant, many 
hours taking photos in the pre-digital era. In 2003 the Nomina-
tion was accepted by the Dept. of the Interior.  
What does being a National Historic District really mean? 
As a neighborhood we had a sufficient number of contributing 
properties when the nomination for National Historic District 
was submitted (2003). Over 50% of properties still had their 
historic architectural integrity from the era of significant build 
out for our area prior to 1960. The Historic District covers all of 
the Blenman Elm Neighborhood except for some properties 
along Speedway. At the time of the nomination the district had 
1318 properties of which 977 were considered to be contrib-
uting, 297 non-contributing and 44 were vacant. 
What does it mean to be a Contributing Property? 
These are properties that define our historic district. They date 
from before the final years of build out. In general the street 
view would be recognizable to someone who knew the area 
then. Owners of Contributing Properties can qualify for a re-
classification with the County Assessor’s Office that sets the 
assessment ratio at 5% rather than the usual 10% for residential 
properties. This effectively will cut the property tax by approx-
imately one third. To qualify for this reclassification, the prop-
erty cannot be an income producing property (rental) and must 
be owner or family occupied.  
What about Renovation for a Contributing Property? 
Maybe you want to renovate your home. Who has not dreamed 
of fixing all the little aggravations of owning an aging resi-
dence? In order to keep your home’s Contributor status, you 
may not change the street front, or build an over-shadowing 
second story in back. That said, there is an architect on staff at 
the State Historic Preservation Office who can advise you on 
what you can and cannot do. Phone number 602-542-4009. 
What about energy conservation in an older home? 
What do you do, your historic house leaks cold air like a sieve 
around the windows in the winter and bakes in the summer? 
And yet you would like to maintain its historic integrity. First, 
what you do on the sides and back or inside in terms of changes 
(other than the roof line or adding a second story) really does 
not matter. What is important is the street view integrity, which 
means front windows and door need to be maintained historic. 
These coping strategies are gleaned from the Secretary of the 
Interior’s Preservation Brief on Windows, as well as personal 
experience. 
http://www.nps.gov/history/hps/tps/briefs/presbhom.htm 
Aging windows: caulk around them, consider storm windows 
in lieu of double panes to increase the insulating value. Scrape 
the old paint on casement windows so the windows fit better. 
You can use weather stripping around the windows. If you are 
lucky your mullions are wide enough to take double pane glass. 
Many steel casements from the thirties and forties cannot have 
the glass replaced with double panes; however, you can affix a 
sheet of acrylic to the inside of a casement using magnets to 
create that insulating layer of air. A real storm window might be 

even better. Consider your window treatment part of your plan: 
insulated shades effectively protect against the real extremes of 
our climate. Some older homes years ago were equipped with 
drapes that had blankets for inner linings. Not a bad strategy, 
but not exactly the latest in home decor. 
Front Walls and Security 
Many many walls have sprung up in front yards in our neigh-
borhood. Unfortunately these walls hide the historic street 
frontage views of the contributing properties, disqualifying the 
homes behind the walls. Some people feel safer with a wall, 
although there are those who will tell you that a high wall pro-
vides privacy for a burglar as well as the resident. There are 
compromise solutions: consider a wall that is less than four feet 
high. Perhaps the wall has “windows”, or fence on top that al-
low passers by to see the front of the home. See the State His-
toric Preservation Office policy on front walls: 
https://d2umhuunwbec1r.cloudfront.net/gallery/asp-
archive/SHPO/downloads/SHPO_SPT_Front_Wall.pdf 
Value to BENA of being a National Historic District  
The value of being a National Historic District is direct to the 
home owner who lives in his contributing home through the 
reclassification to the historic property tax assessment ratio, 
effectively cutting the property tax by about one third. The val-
ue to the neighborhood is the stability that comes from a large 
percentage of owner occupied homes. Home ownership is en-
couraged by the State Historic Property Tax reduction program. 
In general people who own their own homes are more invested 
in community and have a definite self interest in maintaining 
neighborhood and property values. Residents who rent and 
owners of rental property also benefit from a stable neighbor-
hood. 
There is a value to your neighbors of maintaining the con-
tributor status of your home, even if you do not see the value. 
Another owner down the line may want to apply for the tax 
reclassification. If too many properties lose their contributor 
status, that could potentially threaten the National Historic Dis-
trict listing. We are all in this together.  
The Blenman Elm Nomination to the National Historic Register 
is available through a link on the Blenman Elm website 
https://blenmanelm.wordpress.com/neighborhood/blenman-
elm-a-national-register-historic-district/ 
Most, but not all Inventory sheets for contributing properties 
may be found through the Historic layer on the map  in the PRO 
website. Property Research Online 
https://www.tucsonaz.gov/PRO/pdsd/ 
The rules for maintaining your home’s contributing status are 
available from SHPO Tax reclassification program 
https://azstateparks.com/shpo/ 

City	Construction	Noise	Code	
City Code 16-31(b)(5) prohibits construction noise between the 
hours of 8:00 p.m. through sunrise Mondays through Saturdays, 
and at any time on Sundays and legal holidays (Persons may 
engage in such activities at that person's own residence between 
9:00 a.m. and 6:00 p.m. on Sundays or legal holidays). If you 
have a construction project, please be courteous of your  
neighbors.  
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Zoning	Variances	in	our	older	neighborhoods	
The neighborhood is mostly R-1 and R-2 zoning. There are 
setbacks from property lines defined in the Zoning Code. In 
general the front setback is 20 feet from the street. At the side 
and rear perimeter the setback is the greater of 6ft or 2/3 of the 
height of the adjacent structure. Many of the parcels in Blen-
man Elm are only 50 feet wide. These narrow lots limit the op-
tions for those who wish to add on to their dwellings. Also 
many garages were built on lot lines long ago. Now when a 
person wants to update or renovate the garage or add on to the 
house, there will need to be a variance process, DDO (Design 
Development Option) to bring the parcel into compliance. 
DDOs are used for setbacks and wall heights. A Board of Ad-
justment proceeding is used for other issues that may involve 
the size of main house vs. a secondary structures. There have 
been 4 DDO’s already in 2019, there were 9 in 2018. Over the 
last 12 years there have been 50+. With BENA’s aging housing 
stock, people are wanting to invest in their homes. There is an 
uptick in investment in properties, both as owners who wish to 
upgrade the garage or add a master suite and investors who 
wish to make the homes more “marketable.”  As our housing 
stock ages, we continue to see more  DDO’s as people convert 
garages which in some areas have traditionally been on the side 
perimeter lot line and additions that may be a second story, or 
just expand out the foot print on one level that gets into the side 
setbacks to add more livable space to the older 1200 sq ft home. 
With many parcels, it can be hard to get the expanded house of 
one's dreams in the space. – A. Roe 

Javelina	in	the	neighborhood	
Here is how to live safely with javelina. Do not Feed the jave-
lina. As with coyotes feed your pets indoors or immediately 
remove food dishes after feeding. Secure all garbage. Keep 
birdseed and water off the ground. Fence your yard or garden. 
A 4 foot wall is effective against javelina. Securely close all 
openings to spaces under buildings. Reduce the attractants. As 
you replace vegetation pick native varities. 
What to do if you see javelina? Scare the javelina by making a 
loud noise, throwing small rocks in their direction, spray with a 
garden hose. If it is in your yard, open the gate to allow it to go 
out, then block up whatever way it got in. If you see javelina 
while walking your dog, avoid going near the javelina and 
quickly take your dog in a different direction. Removal of jave-
lina is a last resort. It is best to remove what is attracting the 
animals in the first place. From Game and Fish, Living with 
Wildlife. 

A	Neighborhood	of	Monarchs	
One of the world's natural wonders is the semi-annual migration 
of hundreds of millions of Monarch Butterflies between Canada 
and Mexico.  However this great migration of these marvelous 
creatures is increasingly threatened by development and herbi-
cides.   We Can Help the Monarchs survive!  We can do this by 
creating Monarch Way Stations, or habitats, in our gar-
dens.  For complete information on how to do this, go 
to watershedmg.org/monarchs.  There you will find much help 
and guidance.  Lets us make Blenman-Elm a Neighborhood Of 
Monarchs! 

Coyotes	in	the	Hood	
Coyotes have been in our neighborhood for at least 30 years. 
Mostly we have peacefully coexisted. But they have created a 
changed ecosystem: Many years ago there were some major 
feral cat populations in both the SW and SE quadrants of 
BENA. The coyotes have done in many of the feral cats. Any-
body who lets their cat run loose outdoors invites the coyotes 
predation. When we had a large feral cat population, the pack 
rats were less of a problem. Don’t we wish the coyotes develop 
a taste for pack rat... 
For everyone’s safety, and because it is the law, DO NOT 
FEED the coyotes.  Which means: Store garbage inside or in 
wildlife –proof containers. Feed pets inside or remove uneaten 
pet food between feedings. Keep pets indoors, in a secure out-
door enclosure with a roof, or on a leash.  Use fences and walls 
at least 6 feet high. Prevent the coyotes going over the top of a 
fence or wall by installing barbed wire, electric wire, or a pipe 
that spins around a wire (a coyote roller). 
If you see a coyote: 
• Never approach a coyote 
• Show you are dominant by keeping eye contact with the 

animal 
• Yell or make loud noises with whistles, blaring music , or 

pots and pans. 
• Encourage coyotes to leave by spraying with a hose, 

throwing sticks, or shaking a can filled with pennies or 
pebbles (a coyote shaker, see below) 

• Don’t stimulate a coyotes chase instinct by running 
• Pick up small pets 
• Protect small children so they won’t panic and run 

Coyotes are common in our neighborhoods. Please report an 
aggressive coyote encounter or an attack by calling Game and 
Fish Department at (520) 628-5376 during business hours. 
How to make a Coyote Shaker: Take a soda can and put in 
pebbles or pennies to make it rattle. Cover it in aluminum foil 
to make it shiny and tape it closed. Shake it at the coyote. The 
light reflection, the noise and the aggressiveness of shaking are 
deterrents. - Information from Game and Fish publications: 
https://www.azgfd.com/Wildlife/LivingWith/ 

A	Little	Bit	of	BENA	History		
Paul Monier (1215 N Plumer Ave.) and Claude Monier, (2104 
E. Mabel St.) were sons of Quintus Monier, a pioneering ma-
sonry contractor. Quintus had been one of the earliest buyers in 
the Olsen Addition. Claude started the Claude Monier Building 
Company. He attended the UA and was a member of the Elks 
Club and Lions Club. Claude died in 1936. Paul went into busi-
ness and real estate.  In 1937, his realty firm of Solot and Mon-
ier were the exclusive agents for the sale of lots in the Blenman 
Addition. Paul was a vocalist and choir director. 
  – from Blenman-Elm Historic District Nomination. 
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Welcome	Packets  
Miriam Pattison, Jackie Kinman and Leo Burkhart assemble 
Welcome Packets for neighbors new to the neighborhood. In-
cluded is a welcoming letter and many informative pamphlets. 
Please email benapresident@gmail.com if you would like a 
packet or one for a new neighbor. 

Weeds,	oh	the	weeds	of	spring	
We had a lot of rain this past winter which means we now have 
a bumper crop of London Rocket (a mustard with tiny yellow 
flowers) and other weeds. Please do clean up your property and 
your easements in the alley and that area between the sidewalk 
and the curb. Let’s all take pride in how our neighborhood 
looks. 

Doggie	issues	
Barking Dogs. The alert canine in your yard can be a source of 
joy, pride and security. Your neighbors may not experience 
those same emotions, but find constant barking an interruption 
of their quiet enjoyment, sleep etc. Please do let your dog know 
that excess barking is not acceptable.... check out the resources 
on line for addressing problem dog (and cat) behavior at the 
Humane Society of S. AZ’s website: 
https://hssaz.org/adoptions/after-you-adopt/ 

Blenman	Elm	Yahoo	Group	Listserv	
Are you interested in joining the Blenman Elm Yahoo Group? 
Send an e-mail to Joe Spitale at jnspitale@yahoo.com. You will 
be sent an e-mail invitation to join the group. When posting 
messages, remember that messages go to all group members. 
Rants and uncivil messages are not acceptable. Please refrain 
from political commentary. 

Blenman	Elm	Website	
BENA has a wonderful website with lots of information for 
residents under a variety of headings. There are newspaper 
clippings from the past, information on past home tours, a list 
of restaurants in the area. Throughout are scattered photos of 
the neighborhood. When you nose around this website you will 
find surprises that show the special neighborhood we live in. 
Thank you Margrit McIntosh for the BE website: 
https://blenmanelm.wordpress.com 

Tucson	Blvd	Monthly	Clean	Up	
Neighbors continue to keep Tucson Blvd cleaned up from trash 
with the 3rd Saturday clean up. We have been starting at 8 AM 
at 2318 E. Elm St. As the season warms, we will start earlier.  
Thanks to all who have helped. We usually spend an hour to an 
hour and a quarter, and then get on with our own Saturday do-
ings. Contact BENApresident@gmail.com 

We	Need	a	Secretary	
Want to join the board? Leo Burkhart has decided to step down 
as BENA Secretary. Thank you Leo for a great job. We will 
welcome a volunteer to take meeting notes, send around the 
email notices of meetings and keep our records.  
Contact Alice Roe benapresident@gmail.com 

Brush	and	Bulky	Plus	
We recently had our week of Brush and Bulky Plus. How did it 
go? Did our stuff get collected? Did some of the potholes get 
filled? Next Brush and Bulky Plus is to be the week of  
September 2, 2019, Labor Day.  
You do not have to wait until the next Brush and Bulky to ad-
dress issues:  
For a Special B&B pick up (cost added to your Water Bill) call 
791-3171 
Potholes, problems with street signs: it is best to give a close 
address, contact TDOT 791-3154  
or email TDOTconcerns@tucsonaz.gov 
or online: https://www.tucsonaz.gov/tdot/street-maintenance-
improvement-request 
The Blenman Elm Neighborhood is the area between Campbell and 
Country Club, Speedway to Elm west of Tucson Blvd., Speedway to 
Grant east of Tucson Blvd. BENA includes residents on the north side 
of Elm St. and Potter Place. 
BENA Representatives for 2018-2019 
Officers: President Alice Roe 795-7310 

Vice President Steve Morrison 881-8330 
Treasurer Merrill Eisenberg 
Secretary Leo Burkart  

Board Members: 
James “Cosmo” Cramer  Joe Spitale 
Alan Myklebust Miriam Pattison Julie Stewart  
Shirley Pitts Cliff Rowley Teresa & Vince Vasquez 
     Honorary Board Member   Steve Farley 

BENA Board Meetings are usually held at 7:00 PM on the 2nd Thursday of 
the month at the Arizona Inn, September to May. Occasionally, the board 
meeting date and/or place is changed due to scheduling. Residents are 
invited to attend. You may reach your board members at BENA, P.O. Box 
42092, Tucson AZ 85733, or email benapresident@gmail.com 

Want to support your neighborhood association? 
Send your 2018-2019 membership dues, $10.00 per household, to 
Treasurer, BENA, P.O. Box 42092, Tucson AZ 85733 

Name ___________________________________________  

Address _________________________________________  

Phone ___________________________________________  

Email ___________________________________________  
Membership dues ensure that you will receive your newsletter via 
first class mail.


