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Blenman Elm Neighborhood Association Fall 2018 
P.O. Box 42092, Tucson, Arizona 85733 

All residents of the Blenman Elm Neighborhood are invited to attend: 
GENERAL MEETING of the BLENMAN ELM NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION 

Thursday November 8, 2018 at 7:00 PM 
Ward 6, Meeting Room 

3202 E First Street 
Program: Living Streets Alliance, Jacqui Bauer 

Banner construction update, Mark Ostrand 
Crime Prevention, Kara Curtis 

Election of BENA Board for 2018-19, Neighborhood issues 
Refreshments and social time 

NOMINATIONS to the BENA Board: If you would like to nominate yourself or another neighbor to be a 
member of the Board of the Blenman Elm Neighborhood Association, please contact Nominations Chair Alan 
Myklebust at (520) 982-4327 or email benapresident@gmail.com. We ask that those volunteering to be members of 
the BENA Board commit to attending as many of the board meetings as possible, usually held at 7:00 PM on the 
second Thursday of the month, September through May. 

Living	Streets	Alliance,	Jacqui	Bauer	
LSA has been working closely with the City of Tucson and 
other local partners to develop a Complete Streets Policy, which 
would direct transportation planners, engineers, and other 
decision-makers to start building safe streets and a reliable 
transportation network for people walking, biking, driving, and 
taking public transit. The overall goal?  To provide safe, 
comfortable, and accessible transportation options for everyone. 
Jacqui will discuss how neighbors can get involved with this 
initiative. LSA is a Tucson based non-profit focused on creating 
great streets for all people. LSA sponsors Cyclovia. 
Banner	Construction	Update,	Mark	Ostrand	
Mark is the Project Manager for the construction of the Banner 
facility. The project is on track for completion next April with 
“Heads in Beds.” The Elm /Campbell intersection is nearing 
completion. 
Kara	Curtis,	TPD	Resource	Officer	
Kara will have information on crime prevention and how we 
can help our police do the job we want them to do. 
How to find Crime Stats, two ways: 
http://nsn.soaz.info/incidents/zblenman.html  

https://www.tucsonaz.gov/police/statistics

Blenman	Vista	Neighborhood	Plan	Review 
In March of this year, a local grassroots citizen organization, 
Tucson Residents for Responsive Government (TRRG), 
initiated a process with City of Tucson support to help residents 
and neighborhoods learn about neighborhood and area plans, 
how the City uses them and what the future of these plans may 
be. (www.tucsontrrg.org) 
The “Blenman Vista Neighborhood Plan”, adopted by Mayor 
and Council in 1986, covers both the Blenman Elm and 
Catalina Vista Neighborhoods.  A committee of three residents 
of BENA, appointed by President Alice Roe, is currently 
participating in the process of reviewing the neighborhood plan.  
They are coordinating with two Catalina Vista residents who 
are also reviewing the plan.   
TRRG’s goals for this process include: 1) determining 
“universal ideas” from the review of existing plans that could 
be included in an update of the City’s General Plan, “Plan 
Tucson”, as recommendations which would apply to any 
residential area of the City; and 2) address the need and process 
to update current neighborhood and area plans.  Any updates to 
existing plans will require a public process. 
Future updates on this process will be posted on the BENA 
website, https://blenmanelm.wordpress.com. 
-Marilyn Robinson 

BENA  
The Blenman Elm Neighborhood 
Association Newsletter 
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Red	Tags,	Unruly	Gatherings,	Keeping	the	
Peace	in	the	neighborhood.	
The Jefferson Park Neighborhood (JPNA) has been proactive in 
handling the noisy gatherings of their neighbors. They empower 
neighbors who are disturbed to report Unruly Gatherings 
whether they actually get TPD to issue a Red Tag or not. When 
they have a report of a noisy party, they send letters to both the 
residents and the property owners. They enclose the Unruly 
Gathering Ordinance and a TPD brochure on Red Tags. They 
have worked with the Dean’s Office when the neighbors are 
UA students. The report this fall from the TPD Red Tag Unit is 
that actual disturbances are down across the City. When a Red 
Tag is protested at City Court, JPNA sends a representative to 
observe. The following info is taken from a sheet JPNA created 
with the TPD Red Tag Unit: http://www.jeffersonpark.info 
Scroll down to find the link to Unruly Gatherings 
Know the Law: The ordinance defines an Unruly Gathering as 
“a gathering of five (5) or more person on any private property 
(including property used to conduct business) in a manner 
which causes a disturbance of the quiet enjoyment of private or 
public property by any person or persons. ”This can be any time 
of day. Disturbances may include  excessive noise or traffic, 
obstruction of public streets by crowds or vehicles. 
Your 911 Call: Give the exact address. You need to say how 
you are being disturbed on your property, how many taxis, cars, 
people etc. Let your neighbors know. TPD needs to know how 
disturbing the incident is.  
Officers may or may not respond due to staffing and call load. 
You can follow up with an on line report to the Red Tag Unit 
via email with pictures, a full description of what was 
happening. You may have video (from your property). Red 
Tags can be issued if there is evidence.  redtag@tucsonaz.gov 
Fines: There is a minimum mandatory fine of $500 for the first 
violation, of $1,000 for the second subsequent violation, of 
$1,500  for the third (or more) subsequent violation(s). These 
violations are civil infractions, and are not criminal cases. 
If UA students are causing a disturbance, call or text the UA 
Neighborhood Hotline: 520-282-3649 or you can report Code 
of Conduct violations to the UA Dean of Students online: 
deanofstudents.arizona.edu/publicincidentreport 
Things to Consider about reporting Unruly Gatherings: 
Are you willing to have your sleep disturbed by a call back 
from TPD? 
Can you stay firm but calm when you deal with the police. You 
want the officer to focus on the incident, not you. 
Are you willing to go to court as a witness if the offender 
protests the Red Tag.  

Tucson	Fire	and	smoke	alarms	
Tucson Fire has a grant that helps them give you a smoke alarm 
if you do not have one. Please call TFD non emergency number 
520-791-4512. They can also help you with a smoke alarm 
battery change if you cannot reach it yourself. 

A	spot	of	History	on	former	residents:  
Ina Estelle Gittings (1885-1966) occupied the residence at 
1931 E. Lee St. during the early 1940’s. “While many 
Tucsonans are familiar with Ina Road on the city’s Northwest 
side, few know that it honors Ina Estelle Gittings (and fewer 
still know it should be correctly pronounced ‘eena’). Miss 
Gittings was the long-time director of physical education for 
women at the University of Arizona. Sometimes called ‘Girls 
Athletics,’ PE was a requirement and no one was spared due to 
handicap or illness. Those who could not participate in physical 
activiites took classroom courses on health. Not content to 
confine herself to the University sphere, Miss Gittings 
pioneered a homestead at the intersection of today’s Oracle and 
Ina Roads. The ranch served as a favorite location for student 
and faculty leisure events. Miss Gittings spent thirty-four years 
at the University, retiring in 1955. In addition to her association 
with the University, Miss Gittings was on the board of the 
Southern Arizona School for  Boys, a member of the Women’s 
Overseas Service League, a member of the Red Cross Board of 
Directors, the American Physical Education Association, and 
the Arizona Education Society – to name a few. She was the 
author of many articles in professional journals and 
magazines.” From the Blenman Elm National Historic District 
Nomination 
Merritt H. Starkweather (1891-1972). M.H. Starkweather 
lived at 2111 E. Adams St. from 1937 to at least 1941.  
“Starkweather was one of Tucson’s most prominent architects. 
He came to Tucson in 1915. He founded the Tucson Blueprint 
Co. in 1917 and began his practice as an architect. He left for a 
stint in World War One, then returned to Tucson to continue a 
prolific career. Some of his commissions included the Arizona 
Inn, about a dozen homes in the El Encanto Estates subdivision, 
several schools, and his own home at 2111 E. Adams. His 
school commissions included Carillo, Drachman, Bonillas, and 
Doolen junior high schools, Tucson High Stadium, St. John’s 
Parish School, and St. Joseph’s Academy. Starkweather made 
an important contribution to the community by serving on the 
Tucson Planning and Zoning Commission. He was elected to 
the Tucson City Council in 1924, and as president of the 
County Board of Health in 1926. He also helped to organize the 
Arizona chapter of the American Institute of Architects in 1937. 
He was named a fellow of the AIA in 1968 for his public 
service. He was also very active in the Elks Lodge, serving as 
exalted ruler, state president and grand lodge officer.” From the 
Blenman Elm National Historic District Nomination. 

Tucson	Blvd.	Clean	Up		
BENA continues to sponsor the Tucson Blvd clean up effort. 
Volunteers meet on the 3rd Saturday of the month at Alice Roe’s 
at 2318 E Elm at 8:00AM. Tucson Clean and Beautiful 
provides safety vests, litter pickers and trash bags. Anyone is 
welcome. We divide Tucson Blvd into quarter mile segments 
and send out four teams. We are done in 1 to 1.5 hours. We 
announce through the Blenman Elm Yahoo group. Thank you 
all who have volunteered to clean up the debris along Tucson 
Blvd. If you would prefer to go our later in the cool season, or 
to volunteer, email benapresident@gmail.com.  
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How	to	be	a	Neat	Neighbor	
The appearance of our neighborhood enhances everyone’s 
property values.  Trimming your trees and bushes that encroach 
on the sidewalk right of way or overhang the street or alley 
makes the neighborhood safer for pedestrians, bicyclists and 
drivers alike. You are responsible for keeping your right of way 
tidy. Picking up the trash helps. Get yourself a litter picker at a 
hardware store to deal with whatever has blown into your 
cactus or stickly prickly shrubs.   
Trash and Recycling barrels pull back onto your property 
when emptied on Mondays, our service day. 
Brush and Bulky picks up twice a year. You already pay for 
this service on your water bill.  Store your branches or other 
debris for Brush and Bulky on your property. But if you cannot 
wait for the next collection (likely in February, check with 
Environmental Services for the schedule in December) you can 
schedule a special pick up for $55. Call ES 791-3171. 
Junked motor vehicles are defined as wrecked, dismantled 
abandoned, doesn’t operate, scrapped, stripped or cannot be 
safely operated. These may be stored on you property so long as 
they are properly screened, as with a car cover if in an  exposed 
carport, or behind a 5’ solid fence or wall that has no holes or 
gaps. 
Outdoor storage should not be in your front yard. But you can 
store stuff if properly screened in the side or back yard. 
Stop illegal dumping. Report unauthorized dumping of 
garbage, junk or debris in alleys and easements. ES 791-3171. 
Report Code Violations business hours at 791-3171, or online 
at tucsonaz.gov/code-violation-report. You may also use 
SeeClickFix App. https://seeclickfix.com 

Casa	Seton	Update: 
The homes at Casa Seton are now approaching completion with 
only 2 remaining unsold. The builder expects to complete the 
construction on the last homes’ exterior next spring. The 
interior finishing and landscaping should be completed over the 
summer. Please welcome our new neighbors. Unfortunately 
another of the big pine trees will have to be taken down due to 
blight. 
Speedway	Gateway	(Palm	Shadows)	update: -  
There is nothing new to report. The principal is working on 
financing and development partners right now.	

Our	Saviour’s	Lutheran	Update. OSL is looking at an 
option that may not be for senior housing. There will likely be a 
rezoning which will be a public process. 

TuGo	Bikes,	Public	Bike	Share	program	
Locations for the City bike share stations close to BENA are on 
Treat Ave. close to the Himmel Park Library, 6th  St. and Tucson 
Blvd by Bob Dobbs, Warren at Helen close to the Modern 
Street Car terminus. The costs, rules and maps are at: 
https://tugobikeshare.com/system-map/ 
Smart	Phone	Apps	for	BENA	residents:	
Check out these with your purveyor of Smart Phone Apps: 

MyTucson: report graffiti 
Tucson Recycle Coach® App: Environmental Services: 
calendar, reminders, where to dispose of what. 
Tucson Streetcar: where is the streetcar in real time, includes 
information about merchants and their locations along the 
Modern Street Car route. 
Transloc Rider: Cat-Tran locator: See where the Cat-Tran 
circulator buses are on the UA campus and plan your route.  
Metropia, casual carpooling and route finding for UA 
community. This has gift card rewards! 
https://metropia.com/metropia-mobile-app 
SeeClickFix, https://seeclickfix.com report issues through third 
party to City, pot holes, maintenance issues, graffiti. 

Household	Hazardous	Waste,	what	to	do?	
BENA with other neighborhoods used to be able to sponsor a 
Household Hazardous Waste Collection outreach site. The costs 
are now prohibitive. The hazardous materials should not go into 
the garbage. Here are your options to take your old paint, etc. 
For this free service you will need to show verification of your 
address in the City. For a list of HHW materials accepted go to: 
https://www.tucsonaz.gov/es/hhw-list 
Main Site, 2440 W. Sweetwater Dr., Fridays only 8:00 AM to 
2:30 PM 
Los Reales Landfill, 5300 E Los Reales Road, Mon-Sat 8:00 
AM to 4:30PM 
Eastside Service Center, 7575 E Speedway, 1st Sat. of the 
month 8:00AM to Noon, turn north on Prudence. 
Home Pickup: 
If you cannot  drop materials off, you can request a home pick-
up for a fee of $25 which will be added to your monthly City 
Services bill. Call to make an appointment at 520-791-3171 

Electronics,	Where	to	Recycle:	
RISE Equipment Recycling Center, 1134 S. Park Ave. They 
accept all sorts of computer and electronics, cables and wires, 
office furniture. They no longer can accept CRT monitors, but 
they do take LCD and plasma flat screen TV’s and monitors, 
personal electronics, small electronics, vacuums, microwaves. 
Check out the list: http://www.riseequipmentrecycling.org 

Prevent	Mail	Theft	
If your mail is stolen, report the incident to BOTH police AND 
the Postal Inspection Service at (877) 876-2455. Just reporting 
to police is not adequate.  The Postal Inspection Service also 
needs to be notified.  They are very aggressive in pursuing mail 
thieves.  
If you see someone checking mailboxes, CALL 911!   Even if 
the person will be gone by the time police respond, it alerts 
police to the fact  that mail theft is happening in the 
neighborhood.  
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Welcome	Packets  
Miriam Pattison, Jackie Kinman and Leo Burkhart assemble 
Welcome Packets for neighbors new to the neighborhood. 
Included is a welcoming letter and many informative 
pamphlets. Please email benapresident@gmail.com if you 
would like a packet or one for a new neighbor. 

Doggie	issues	
Walking your dog is a pleasure. Keep your eyes and ears open. 
If you see something not right, do call 911, if it is emergency. 
Poopy scooping is a favor to your neighbors and is the law. 
Please do let your dog know that excess barking is not 
acceptable.... check out the resources on line for addressing 
problem dog (and cat) behavior at the Humane Society of S. 
AZ’s website: https://hssaz.org/adopt/pet-behavior/  
Blenman	Elm	Yahoo	Group	Listserv	
Are you interested in joining the Blenman Elm Yahoo Group? 
Send an e-mail to Joe Spitale at jnspitale@yahoo.com. You will 
be sent an e-mail invitation to join the group. When posting 
messages, remember that messages go to all group members. 
Rants and uncivil messages are not acceptable. Please refrain 
from political commentary. 
Blenman	Elm	Website	
BENA has a wonderful website with lots of information for 
residents under a variety of headings. There are newspaper 
clippings from the past, information on past home tours, a list 
of restaurants in the area. Throughout are scattered photos of 
the neighborhood. When you nose around this website you will 
find surprises that show the special neighborhood we live in. 
Thank you Margrit McIntosh for the BE website: 
https://blenmanelm.wordpress.com 

	
The Blenman Elm Neighborhood is the area between Campbell and 
Country Club, Speedway to Elm west of Tucson Blvd., Speedway to 
Grant east of Tucson Blvd. BENA includes residents on the north side 
of Elm St. and Potter Place. 
BENA Representatives for 2017-2018 
Officers: President Alice Roe 795-7310 

Vice President Steve Morrison 881-8330 
Treasurer Merrill Eisenberg 
Secretary Leo Burkart  

Board Members: 
Jackie Kinman Linda Phelan Joe Spitale 
Alan Myklebust Shirley Pitts Teresa Vasquez  
Miriam Pattison Cliff Rowley Vince Vasquez 
     Honorary Board Member   Steve Farley 

BENA Board Meetings are usually held at 7:00 PM on the 2nd Thursday of 
the month at the Arizona Inn, September to May. Occasionally, the board 
meeting date and/or place is changed due to scheduling. Residents are 
invited to attend. You may reach your board members at BENA, P.O. Box 
42092, Tucson AZ 85733, or email benapresident@gmail.com 

Want to support your neighborhood association? 
Send your 2018-2019 membership dues, $10.00 per household, to 
Treasurer, BENA, P.O. Box 42092, Tucson AZ 85733 

Name ___________________________________________  

Address _________________________________________  

Phone ___________________________________________  

Email ___________________________________________  
Members who pay dues will receive their newsletters via first class 
mail. 

Useful	Phone	Numbers	and	Web	Links
Emergency 911 
Tucson Police Dept. non emergency 791-4444 
Midtown Division Tucson Police Dept 791-4253 

Can report some crimes on line    
https://www.tucsonaz.gov/apps/crime-reporting/ 

City Mayor and Council Comment Line 791-4700 
(Leave messages for individual council members 

City Ward 6 Councilmember Steve Kozachik 791-4601 
Pima Animal Care Center 243-5900 
Code Enforcement (weeds, junk cars, zoning violations, 

property and housing complaints)  791-5843 
https://www.tucsonaz.gov/code-violation-report 

Environmental Services (garbage & recycling) 791-3171 
Graffiti Removal 792-2489 
Helicopter noise, Banner UMC Security 

Medical helicopters going to UMC 694-6533 

ParkTucson (parking permits & enforcement) 791-5071 
Party Noise Complaints (Red Tag), party in progress 911 
Poison Control 800-222-1222 
Street Maintenance (report pot holes, etc.) 791-3154 

https://www.tucsonaz.gov/tdot/street-maintenance-
improvement-request 

Utilities: 
Tucson Water – broken pipe or water main 791-4133 
Tucson Water – Customer Service 791-3242 
Tucson Electric Power  —Outage 623-3451 
Southwest Gas  877-860-6020 

Davis Monthan AFB, Operations – does not accepts phone calls.  
http://www.dm.af.mil/Contact-Us/Noise-Concerns/ 

For the City Info Guide, now online: 
www.tucsonaz.gov/infoguide/infoguide.php

 


