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P.O. Box 42092, Tucson, Arizona 85733 

 

Sunday March 29, 2015, 4:00 to 7:00 PM 
Tucson Porch Fest at the Blenman Elm Neighborhood 

 

On Sunday, March 29 homes in 
the Blenman-Elm neighborhood will 
host Tucson Porch Fest featuring 
music, community and food. The goal 
of the Porch Fest is to mimic the day-
long festival held in Somerville, Mas-
sachusetts, while creating a fun, fami-
ly environment for Tucsonans. Each 
porch will feature different musicians 
ranging from oldies to bluegrass to 
experimental fusion. Come and enjoy 
some of Tucson's best food trucks 
while being serenaded. Tucson Porch 
Fest will begin at 4 p.m. and go until 
7 p.m. For more information, visit 
their Facebook page at  
Facebook.com/tucsonporchfest.  
Porch Fest will be held in the South-
west quadrant of Blenman-Elm 
bounded by Campbell Ave and Tuc-
son Blvd, and Speedway Blvd. and 
Elm Street. 

 

 
 
Grace St. Paul Episcopal Church, 
2331 E. Adams St. has agreed to host 
food trucks.  

Porch Fest volunteers will be at 
Grace St. Paul’s distributing maps 
with porch locations that are hosting 
musicians and artists. 
We’d also like to show off some of 
the eclectic, beautiful homes in our 
neighborhood!  If you’d like to vol-
unteer your porch or you are a neigh-
borhood artist who would like to per-
form or showcase your art, please 
contact neighbor Luis Sanroman at  
lortizsan@msn.com.  
Please encourage your kids to set 
up lemonade stands, sidewalk chalk 
art stations or anything they de-
sire!  Let us know if you/your kids 
are interested and we will assign 
them a location. We look forward to 
seeing you there. 
Put March 29 on your calendar 
and celebrate our neighborhood. 

 
Himmel Park Library Project 
The Sam Hughes Neighborhood is raising money to renovate 
the landscaping around Himmel Park Library. Planned is re-
placement of the former grass area with decomposed granite, 
tree trimming, plantings and benches. Currently there is a 
$2,000 matching grant that expires April 30. Donate on line or 
send a check, made to SHNA and write “HPBP” in the memo 
area: SHNA, PO Box 42931, Tucson AZ 85733  
http://samhughes.org/himmel-park-beautification.php 

Aircraft Noise Complaints 
For helicopters headed to the hospital, call Banner UMC Secu-
rity 694-6533. Remember that the usual flight path may be vio-
lated for local wind conditions or the patient’s condition.  
For military aircraft, call Davis Monthan 228-5091. Check out 
the D-M Community Initiatives website: 
http://www.dm.af.mil/units/communityliaison.asp  

Spring Fling is back at U of A April 10-12 
Mark your calendars! Support all the student groups that are 
funded through the proceeds from the on campus carnival 
Spring Fling. Three days only, Friday April 10th from 4 pm to 
11 pm. Saturday from 11 am to 11 pm and Sunday 11 am to 6 
pm. Come to the concert Saturday evening. Activities for your 
younger family members are featured on Sunday. The entrance 
will be at Cherry and University. Please use the U of A garages 
or parking lots for your car. For more information   
http://springfling.arizona.ed 

Welcome Packets:  
Miriam Pattison has a system for gathering good materials for 
neighbors new to the neighborhood. Included is a welcoming 
letter, introduction and many informative pamphlets. Jackie 
Kinman has joined Miriam in getting the packets out. Please 
email benapresident@gmail.com if you would like a packet or a 
packet for a neighbor. 

BENA  
The Blenman Elm Neighborhood 
Association Newsletter 
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Dying Pine Trees 
Mort Womack went to the meeting last fall at Himmel Park 
regarding the dying pine trees in our older neighborhoods. Pre-
senter Peter Warren, Urban Horticulture Agent for Pima County 
Cooperative Extension Service of the UA was assisted by Chris 
Erickson of the US Forest Service.  
Basically it was a case of bad and worse news.  Pine tree bark 
beetles are now being found in trees all over Tucson. So far 
they are not affecting all pine trees, just some that are apparent-
ly stressed by other factors—primarily insufficient water-
ing.  The pine bark beetles will get into aleppos, eldericas (Af-
ghan pines), and Italian stone pines and probably any other pine 
species that is grown in Tucson.  They usually start at the crown 
since they fly from one tree to another.  They tunnel through 
and under the bark; the resulting sawdust is diagnostic, but by 
then it is probably too late to protect the tree.  The beetles are 
native species that normally attack ponderosa pines that grow at 
higher elevations, and only recently are known to have ap-
peared in Tucson. They probably got here through firewood 
logs that people brought home from Mt. Lemmon. Their tunnels 
in the inner bark will be fatal to the tree because they will pre-
vent nutrient flow. 
Treatment options: Neither Warren nor Erickson thought  that 
there was any known systemic insecticide that would solve the 
problem even though some arborists are claiming they can ef-
fectively treat your tree. The Forest Service has tried three sepa-
rate bark sprays as possible treatments. These have to be 
sprayed on the bark of the trunk and all the major limbs. The 
sprays may not be effective at all, and they are extremely ex-
pensive to apply.  Furthermore no one knows whether reappli-
cation would have to be every 6 months, yearly or every two 
years. 
So what can you do?  Don't bring home firewood unless it has 
been seasoned for years and/or you totally encase it in plastic 
sheeting so beetles can’t escape and leave it in the sun to bake 
for months.  Better yet don't bring firewood home. Encourage 
anyone you know not to bring any firewood home.   
The one thing you really can do is keep your trees well wa-
tered which of course costs a little money, but far less than the 
thousands of dollars that you will be charged when you have a 
tree company take down your dead tree. Leaving a dead tree 
standing is not a real option. Dead trees are a serious hazard to 
your house, utility lines, cars, etc. 
Both speakers focused on the need to water your pines to a 
depth of 24"-36" and in a broad area—out to the drip line or 
beyond. Do not create a small water well around the trunk of 
your tree and water your tree that way—a tree of any size is 
sending roots way beyond that space and that is where you 
need to apply the water.  In hot weather they may need to be 
watered deeply once a week, and even in the winter they should 
be watered every 4 to 6 weeks unless it has been unusually 
wet.  How deep you are watering can be determined by using a 
soil probe—a metal rod that can be pushed into the ground after 
you water.  I went out and watered all three of my pines to-
day—healthy well watered trees seem to be resistant to pine 
bark beetle attacks.  I hope my pines will be resistant and yours 
will be too. -  Mort Womack 

Links: Peter Warren writes a weekly gardening column that 
appears in the Sunday edition of the Arizona Daily Star.  You 
can send him horticultural questions at 
plwarren@cals.arizona.edu  
Cooperative Extension Service on N. Campbell, 626-5161 
https://extension.arizona.edu/pima-urban-horticulture 
Watering Trees and Shrubs brochure: 
cals.arizona.edu/pubs/water/az1298.pdf 
For another perspective, Michael Kazz succeeded in sav-
ing his pine tree by contacting a tree surgeon who treated his 
tree. His neighbor’s tree of similar size and age died and had to 
be removed. Here is what he said the tree surgeon did: 
1) he sprayed the ground with the Anti-Blue-stain treatment that 
he believes also keeps the beetles away  
2)  he fogged the tree canopy with a harmless product (made 
from a shrimp protein) 
3) then he injected DMSO, a pesticide, into the bark to get the 
insects as well as the Blue Stain fungus. 

ParkWise — Park Nicely — Park Safely 
We all share our streets and the on street parking in the neigh-
borhood where there are no restrictions. Please be aware of the 
parking rules and do not park closer than five feet to your 
neighbor’s driveway, block mailboxes or park on the sidewalk 
or right of way where a sidewalk would be. Your vehicle should 
always be parked in the direction of traffic. Do not block the 
street side pick up of recycling or garbage barrels.  
In some areas, due to on street parking from people headed 
elsewhere, neighbors have requested to be part of the City Res-
idential Parking Program with ParkTucson, formerly ParkWise. 
Please contact 791-5071 if you and your neighbors wish to ex-
plore a Residential Parking Permit Program. 

Dogs dogs dogs who Bark bark bark 
We love our four legged pets individually. What is nicer than to 
come home to a wagging tail greeting you? Do you know what 
your dog did to entertain itself in your absence? Maybe there 
was something pulled off the couch, stuffing from a pillow, 
holes in the yard? Perhaps your dog did not handle your ab-
sence as well as you would wish. Here is some help. The Hu-
mane Society of Southern Arizona maintains links to PDF doc-
uments concerning some behavior issues for dogs. 
http://hssaz.org/adopt/pet-behavior/pet-behavior-library/  
Training your dog can be wonder-
fully rewarding. Your investment 
of your time in your young dog 
will pay off for years, both in less 
damage, less doggy misbehavior 
and issues that drive your neigh-
bors (and your dog) nuts. Lots of 
dog issues are ameliorated by a 
good walk.... get those doggy brain 
chemicals engaged, enjoy the air 
together, meet your neighbors. 

 
It’s the law 

If you are a cat person, you can find help with cat behaviors 
also at the Humane Society. 
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Development & Redevelopment Issues 
Some BENA neighbors have been challenged by new develop-
ment or construction in or close to the neighborhood. When a 
construction project conforms to the underlying zoning, there is 
not a lot that a neighbor can do, except to meet with the owner 
and express their concerns. Densification will happen in our 
neighborhood because of our location close to the UA and 
downtown, a robust Historic District and many conveniences 
including the Modern Streetcar.  
Parcels for development in BENA are rare. Past redevelopment 
has happened when an original building lost its usefulness. This 
is what happened in 1984 when the townhomes on the Elm 
Street curve at Forgeus replaced a group of shacks. The Potter 
Park Court development in the late 1980’s replaced the termite 
ridden house owned by Dickson Potter’s estate in Potter Place. 
In 1977 after the UA disposed of excess properties that had 
been held for potential well sites, town homes were built be-
tween Mabel, Drachman, Plumer and Wilson. There have been 
scattered other redevelopments in other areas such as the late 
1970’s homes along Bentley just west of Blenman School, or 
the Vesper Place townhomes development of 2001 off Treat 
south of the Bay Horse Tavern. 
Student houses in the 2600 block of E. Lee St.  
Neighbors met with the owner of the student rentals in early 
March to understand each person’s responsibility as landlord 
and as neighbor. Also attending were TPD Capt. Gillooly, 
Council Member Steve Kozachik, Tannya Glaxiola and Mary 
Laughbaum of UA Community Relations. The owner/builder 
now has 8 bedrooms in two houses. By next fall he will have 16 
bedrooms between the four houses he has built. The impact on 
neighbors can be severe, e.g. when there are noisy parties. 
There are garages in each dwelling. The number of cars parked 
on the street has grown dramatically, impacting the ability of 
Environmental Services trucks to pick up trash and recycling. 
What can a neighbor do? What can a renter in these houses do? 
Most of us really enjoy having a quiet neighborhood. If some-
one chooses to have a party, they should realize the impact their 
friends may have on neighbors with the extra trash, extra park-
ing, party noise. If neighbors are bothered by the noise, they 
should call 911 under the Unruly Gathering Ordinance. If TPD 
is too busy with more serious issues, please keep a log for dis-
cussion at a meeting such as neighbors had in early March with 
the landlord. If you are planning a party, as neighbors, you 
should let your neighbors know and give them a contact number 
to call if there are problems.  

What is a Red Tag? How do you get one?  
Violating the City of Tucson’s Unruly Gathering Ordinance 
can result in a Red Tag. 
Unruly gathering means a gathering of five (5) or more persons 
on any private property, including property used to conduct 
business, in a manner which causes a disturbance of the quiet 
enjoyment of private or public property. Such disturbances in-
clude, but are not limited to, excessive noise or traffic, obstruc-
tion of public streets by crowds or vehicles, drinking in public, 

the service of alcohol to minors or consumption of alcohol by 
minors, fighting, disturbing the peace, and littering.  
Fines starting at $500 and escalate for repeat offenders. Proper-
ty owners are held responsible financially for multiple Red 
Tags. Call 911 when you’re being bothered by excessive party 
behavior and noise. 
How do you avoid getting a Red Tag? 
Keep your partying guests noise and music down. Don’t throw 
your party trash all over. If you wish to have a big gathering, do 
it at a bar or restaurant that is equipped to handle the numbers. 
In the cell phone/flash mob era, a small gathering can get out of 
hand quickly when friends of friends of friends show up. 

Rancho Santa Catalina Redevelopment 
The big Kramer Ranch mansion condition inside belies the well 
kept paint on the outside. The grand mansion era is over and 
what remains is a white elephant with a green tile roof, tucked 
back among the pines north of the Arizona Inn. Owned by the 
Arizona Inn since the 1971, the building has been empty for 25 
years. The 3 acre parcel is under contract; a demolition permit 
is issued. The developer is working with AZ Inn to create the 
plan for 12 or 13 luxury homes, many fewer than the R-2 zon-
ing allows. The plans are for one story homes that reflect the 
architectural style of the Arizona Inn.  
Short History of Rancho Santa Catalina -From the Catalina 
Vista National Historic District Nomination document.  
Although, the land was patented early in the 20th century the 
real development of the Rancho Santa Catalina mansion began 
with Kramer’s 1923 acquisition of the property north of Elm St.  
“Frederick Leighton Kramer was a wealthy Philadelphia resi-
dent, and one of an increasing number of ‘winter visitors’ to 
Tucson and Arizona... In 1924 he built a substantial house on 
the property, which he called Rancho Santa Catalina.” 
After a lengthy probate following Kramer’s death from TB in 
1930, the Rancho Santa Catalina site was transferred to Dickson 
and Sue Potter in 1940. “Potter and his wife established the 
Potter School for Girls on the property. This finishing school ... 
operated from the ranch house and grounds until 1953... The 
Potters added a new entry road, called Potter Place off Elm 
Street as an entrance to the property.” 
“In 1953, the Potters sold the property to the Sisters of Charity, 
a Catholic order. The Sisters renamed the complex Casa Seton 
after the well-known Mother Elizabeth Seton. Postulants were 
housed in the former Kramer home and the sisters conducted 
kindergarten and music classes in other buildings until 1971 
when the property was sold to John S. Greenway for addition to 
the Arizona Inn acreage.” 
The house was then leased to the UA Art Department for studio 
space. After the art students left, the building has been empty or 
used for storage. 

BENA Factoid: Susan Sontag’s mother Mildred Rosenblatt 
was the original owner of 2409 E. Drachman St. Mrs. R. 
brought her daughters to Tucson in 1943 for Susan’s asthma. 
from Susan Sontag: The Making of an Icon.  By Carl Rollyson 
and Lisa Olson Paddock. 
http://www.zonaeuropa.com/20041230_1.htm 
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Banner University of AZ Health Network 
Merger 
The merger of these two entities will result in changes across 
Campbell from BENA. Plans are for a whole new hospital to 
replace the aging part of the original facility. The new building 
will be west of the Diamond Children’s Hospital. Changes are 
likely to include major access to the hospital complex at Elm St. 
west of Campbell. BENA residents will want to follow the pro-
gress as plans move forward. Because Banner is a private enti-
ty, the site of the hospital is subject to the City of Tucson zon-
ing, which currently is R-1 and R-2, with a maximum height 
permitted at 25 feet. There will be a Planned Area Development 
(PAD) that will address heights, locations of ingress, egress, 
traffic studies, etc. There will be public meetings. If you fol-
lowed the process that Tucson Medical Center did for its new 
construction, it too is a PAD and created a detailed planning 
document as part of the rezoning. 

Palm Shadows Development, NW Corner 
of Speedway and Campbell 
The initial hurdle for re-development of the parcels with the 
Palm Shadows apartments was an amendment to the University 
Area Plan to allow the mixed use development with a tall tower 
on top of not as high base. The planners for this project are 
working on a Planned Area Development (PAD) for the rezon-
ing. The public face of the project is pending the owner work-
ing with potential tenants to create the spaces that they will 
need. As in the Banner University Medical Center Tucson there 
will be a very public PAD process which will address traffic, 
parking, and the impacts of this development. 

Brush and Bulky and Extra Roll Offs. 
In case you missed our Brush and Bulky Collection on March 2, 
the next collection will be on Monday August 31, 2015. Have 
your material out for pick up by 6:00 AM. For more infor-
mation, please see http://www.tucsonaz.gov/es/brush-and-bulky 
or call Environmental Services 791-3171 
If you need a collection before August 31 “One Call Hauls It 
All” 791-3171 to schedule. There will be a fee. 
As a neighborhood, BENA can request roll offs from Envi-
ronmental Services for no charge. We will need a location for 
your collection. Environmental Services requests at least 2 
weeks notice. Call Alice Roe 795-7310, 
benapresident@gmail.com 

Blenman Elm Yahoo Group 
If you are interested in joining the Blenman Elm Yahoo Group, 
send an e-mail to Joe Spitale at jnspitale@yahoo.com. Just in-
clude Blenman-Elm Group in your subject line and you will be 
sent an e-mail invitation to join the group. When posting mes-
sages, remember that messages go to everyone in the group. 
Rants and uncivil messages are not acceptable. Please refrain 
from political commentary. 

BENA will have a new website 
Just not quite yet. We will announce through the Blenman Elm 
Yahoo Group when the site goes live for public use. Thank you 
to Margrit McIntosh and Teresa Vasquez for working on the 
project. 

Blenman Elm Tiles for your house 
The teal blue, pink and white tiles celebrating both the Blenman 
Elm Historic District and the Blenman Elm Walking Friendly 
Neighborhood are now scattered throughout the neighborhood. 
The tiles are designed by BENA board member, State Senator 

Steve Farley. We 
take orders only once 
a year. If you would 
like to have a tile for 
your property, place 
your order by June 

15. Call 795-7310 or 
email benapresident@gmail.com 
The tiles cost $60 and are customized to your home’s address 
and location.  

The printing of the Blenman Elm Neighborhood Spring 2015 Newsletter is 
supported by the Blenman Elm Neighborhood Assoc. Hand distribution is cour-
tesy of many volunteers in the neighborhood. Thank you 

The Blenman Elm Neighborhood is the area between Campbell and 
Country Club, Speedway to Elm west of Tucson Blvd., Speedway to 
Grant east of Tucson Blvd. BENA includes residents on the north side 
of Elm St. and Potter Place 
BENA Representatives for 2014-2015 
Officers: President Alice Roe 795-7310 

Vice President Steve Morrison 881-8330 
Treasurer Merrill Eisenberg 
Secretary Linda Phelan 325-4470 

Board Members: 
Steve Farley Miriam Pattison Teresa Vasquz 
Jackie Kinman  Jenny Phillips Vince Vasquez 
Craig Orozco Shirley Pitts Kathy Wilson 
Lisa Orozco Joe Spitale  

BENA Board Meetings are usually held at 7:00 PM on the 2nd Thursday of 
the month at the Arizona Inn, September to May. Occasionally, the board 
meeting date and/or place is changed due to scheduling difficulties. Resi-
dents are invited to attend. You may reach your board members at BENA, 
P.O. Box 42092, Tucson AZ 85733, or email benapresident@gmail.com 

Want to support your neighborhood association? 
Become a member! Send your 2014-2015 membership dues of 
$10.00 per household to Treasurer, BENA, P.O. Box 42092, Tucson 
AZ 85733 

Name ___________________________________________  

Address _________________________________________  

Phone ___________________________________________  

Email ___________________________________________  
Membership dues ensure that you will receive your newsletter via 
first class mail. 

 


