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Blenman Elm Neighborhood Association Fall 2017 
P.O. Box 42092, Tucson, Arizona 85733 

All residents of the Blenman Elm Neighborhood are invited to attend: 
GENERAL MEETING of the BLENMAN ELM NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION 

Thursday November 9, 2017 at 7:00 PM 
Ward 6, Meeting Room 

3202 E First Street 
Program: Palm Shadows Redevelopment, Keri Silvyn 

Tucson Clean & Beautiful, Adopt-A-Street 
Election of BENA Board for 2017-18, Neighborhood issues 

Refreshments and social time 

The redevelopment of the NW corner of Speedway and Campbell has been on hold since 2014. Now the project is again 
moving forward. Keri Silvyn & Richard Shenkarow will present the current status and the PAD  rezoning proposal. 
NOMINATIONS to the BENA Board: If you would like to nominate yourself or another neighbor to be a member of the 
Board of the Blenman Elm Neighborhood Association, please contact Nominations Chair Alan Myklebust via email at  
benapresident@gmail.com. We ask that those volunteering to be members of the BENA Board commit to attending as many 
of the board meetings as possible, usually held at 7:00 PM on the second Thursday of the month, September through May. 

Redevelopment	Speedway/Campbell	
In 2014 the amendment to the University Area Plan was 
approved as the first step of the development process for the 
Palm Shadows parcel on the NW corner of Speedway and 
Campbell. The Area Plan amendment allows the building 
that the developers wish to build including a high rise portion 
that is not to cover more than 33% of the massing on the 
parcel. Due to health issues with the principal developer, the 
project was put on hold. With the developer’s health 
restored, the project is once again moving forward. The next 
step will be a rezoning to permit the type of mixed use 
building that the development team and the Area Plan 
policies envisions. The rezoning they seek is a Planned Area 
Development or PAD (as contemplated in the Area Plan). 
There are many aspects that a PAD covers: the envelope of 
the building, traffic circulation, setbacks, parking and studies 
of the sun and shadows. The PAD document undergoes 
several iterations as it is submitted to the City Development 
Services for comment. There have been meetings with some 
neighborhood leaders, including Alice Roe and leaders from 
other close neighborhoods. Both Catalina Vista and Blenman 
Elm will have presentations on the project at their respective 
annual meetings. There are opportunities for public comment 
built into the process before the PAD goes to the Planning 
Commission and eventually to the City Council for the actual 
rezoning. Richard Shenkarow, Keri Silvyn and the  

development team will give a presentation at the BENA 
Annual Meeting. 
 

	

Thank	you	to	Linda	Phelan,	BENA	Secretary	
for	10	years. Linda was the one who stepped up and said, 
why not take my turn. She has done so with grace and 
persistence in the face of changing technology. She and her 
husband Mort want to spend more time on their own 
projects. We are grateful that BENA board member Leo 
Burkhart is willing to take over the secretarial duties. 
 – Alice Roe  

BENA  
The Blenman Elm Neighborhood 
Association Newsletter 
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Mort	and	his	Little	Free	Library,		 Too	bad,	this	B&W	does	not	show	the	
2704	E	Drachman	St.	 	 pink	and	blue	colors,	2303	E.	Adams	St	

Little	Free	Library	
You may have noticed homes in the surrounding 
neighborhoods that have tiny houses filled with books near 
their front curbs. They are Little Free Libraries where people 
can "take a book and later leave a book.” 
The history of the Little Free Library goes back to 2009. 
Todd Bol of Hudson, Wisconsin, built a model of a one room 
schoolhouse. It was a tribute to his mother; she was a teacher 
who loved to read. He filled it with books and put it on a post 
in his front yard. His neighbors and friends loved it, so he 
built several more and gave them away.  Then Rick Brooks 
of UW-Madison saw Bol’s do-it-yourself project while they 
were discussing potential social enterprises. Together, the 
two saw opportunities to achieve a variety of goals for the 
common good.  They were inspired by community gift-
sharing networks, “take a book, leave a book” collections in 
coffee shops and public spaces, and most especially by the 
philanthropist Andrew Carnegie.  Today there is actually a 
formal organization. 
Little Free Library is a nonprofit organization that inspires a 
love of reading, builds community, and sparks creativity by 
fostering neighborhood book exchanges around the world. 
( https://littlefreelibrary.org )  From its roots in Bol's model, 
one room schoolhouse of 2009, it has grown to include more 
than 50,000 registered Little Free Libraries in all U.S. states 
and over 70 countries.  Not all Little Free Libraries are 
registered—many people have just put them up, but the ones 
that are registered can be found on maps at the Little Free 
Libraries’ website. 
We recently put up our own Little Free Library at 2704 E. 
Drachman St. and we know there is another at 2303 E. 
Adams.  In surrounding neighborhoods there are Little Free 
Libraries at 3317 E. Elida St. near Pima/Country Club, 3202 
E. Waverly, 2430 E. Second Street which is the Second 
Street School, the corner of E. Arroyo Chico and Malvern 
St., 1545 E. Water, 2620 N. Plumer, and 2575 N. Cherry, and 
probably others that we have missed.  Some people give out 
tea as well as books. We plan to have free plants as well as 
our books.  It seems like a wonderful way to get to know 
neighbors.  
We hope to see you come by sometime—we're often 
working in our garden.   -Linda Phelan and Mort Womack	

Casa	Seton	Update:	
The Casa Seton development off of Potter Place is coming 
along. Currently of the 11 lots, 4 are listed as sold, a total of 
7 houses have been built or are close to finished. Four lots 
are still not built on, although one has a permit. The 
remaining 3 vacant lots do not yet have building permits. 
Three of the houses are for sale. Watch for a real estate open 
house as they are marketing the homes. We will welcome 
new neighbors as they move in. The rain storms in July 
demonstrated the inadequacy of the COT approved drainage 
plans that changed from sheet flow off the site to a retention 
basin with one outflow, a cautionary tale for redevelopers. 
https://www.miramontehomes.com/communities/tucson/casa-
seton/ 

Our	Saviour’s	Lutheran	Project	Update:		
Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church’s proposed partnership with 
a developer is a bit up in the air right now due to changing 
Federal regulations having to do with the funding mechanism 
the developer has used in the past. The congregation issued 
an RFP last year for a development that would serve the 
community. The church’s intention is to create affordable 
senior housing on the site of their south parking lot at Helen 
and Campbell. The developer depends on Federal grants to 
make this type of project pencil out. If the developer cannot 
work with the new guidelines being developed by the Trump 
administration and the State office that administers the 
guidelines, they may need to adjust their proposal and re-
present it to the congregation. In summary, the process has 
slowed but is still moving forward in the same direction. As 
things progress Pastor Jeff Kallevig, and the leaders of Our 
Saviour’s Lutheran will keep the neighborhood informed.   

Honors	College	in	North	University	
This giant dorm building will be built, but the UA has been 
engaging with the neighbors and neighboring associations to 
mitigate what they can in terms of traffic flow, plantings, 
planning for the future Right Of Way for Park Ave. In 
addition the UA and its developer ACC will be repaving all 
the streets around this new student housing community. The 
project was approved by ABOR. The plan to close Fremont 
Avenue between Mabel and Drachman will create a safer 
pedestrian bikeway and allow emergency vehicle access to 
the area. City Council passed a vacating of Fremont to UA 
with a number of conditions to assure that the mitigation 
efforts for the project actually happen.  

Banner	and	the	Elm	Light	
Banner hospital construction: In order to create the new north 
hospital entrance and the expanded ingress/egress from 
Campbell, Elm Street west of Campbell will be closed for 6 
months starting in May. Traffic for the hospital is to be 
routed south on Campbell to use the Adams Street entrance 
to the hospital complex with a temporary traffic signal. The 
details will be worked out, as there is the potential for a lot of 
confusion and impacts by such a change even though 
temporary. 
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How	to	Report	Aircraft	Noise	
Davis Monthan AFB has changed how they accept noise 
complaints. The phone number used in the past for noise 
concerns is not answered nor is there an answering machine. 
Instead base personnel ask that you fill in an online form: 
http://www.dm.af.mil/Contact-Us/Noise-Concerns/  Public 
Affairs at the base say that this change will result in a more 
efficient operation because the on line form has prompts for 
the most important information they need to respond to the 
complaint: type of plane, time, location, your cross streets 
and how you wish to be contacted. In addition to the online 
form for complaints, there are links to FAQ on noise and 
aircraft silhouettes of the usual aircraft that fly at D-M.  

Tips	for	BENA	Neighbors	on	how	to	be	good	
neighbors	
• Trash & Recycle Pick up: Monday. Barrels must be out 

on the curb by 6AM. Please haul your barrels back when 
they have been serviced. Leave 3 feet between your 
barrels and 15 feet clearance from tree branches for the 
drivers to be able to service your barrels. 

• Bag & Tie your garbage, but NOT your recyclables 
• Report Abandoned Shopping Carts: 792-CITY 
• Orphan Furniture: Please do not place curbside. Recycle 

with TMM-Restore, Value Village or Beacon for a free 
pick up. 

• Lock & Secure windows and doors when not at home. 
Harden the Target  

• Start a Neighborhood Watch 
https://www.tucsonaz.gov/police/crime-prevention2aq 

• Porch lights: leave front and back lights on all night 
• Park vehicles close to your house and Remove all 

belongings 
• Weeds in excess of 6” is a code violation – in your yard, 

your ROW and the vertical surface in front of the curb. 
These are all your responsibility 

• 911 to report any and all suspicious activity 
• Victim of a Crime? No matter how small, file a police 

report. Call TPD nonemergency number 791-4444 or on 
line:  https://www.tucsonaz.gov/apps/crime-reporting/ 

• Mosquitoes need only 3 days to breed. Empty containers 
that catch water. Trim grasses and weeds. 

• Cat Owners: Keep your cats indoors for their safety. In 
BENA we have resident coyotes, owls and hawks  

• If you see something that does not look right, call 911 

Coyote	health	
Our resident coyotes have been suffering from mange as 
have many around the City. Please do not leave out food for 
them, they will be healthier catching their own wild food. 
These urban adapted coyotes are resourceful and smart. If 
some succumb to mange, other coyotes will move into our 
area. The habitat and hunting are just too good to remain 
empty of coyotes for very long. 

Parking	in	BENA	
Banner has leased some parking spaces for staff and 
construction workers in the Grace St. Pauls parking lot. The 
construction workers are bussed to the new hospital 
construction site. Many staff who park at GSP seem to enjoy 
the pleasant walk through our neighborhood on their way to 
the hospital. 
Parking and ParkWise. We see a number of “neighbor 
wannabes” who park in the areas of BENA where there are 
no restrictions on parking. These folks are choosing not to 
buy a parking permit from UA Parking & Transportation or 
use the remote lots that the UA services with the CatTran 
busses. If you and your neighbors are bothered by the all day 
parking on your street, you can band together and request to 
be part of the Residential Parking program.  For information 
check the ParkTucson website 
https://www.tucsonaz.gov/park-tucson/residential-parking-
permit-program. Recognize that for this type of program to 
work, neighbors will need permits to park on the street by 
their homes. 

Blue	Barrel	Regulations:	
• NO Plastic bags, The Only exception is for securely tied 

clear bags from your paper shredder.  
• NO Food waste.  Any plastics being recycled need to be 

clean of food waste.  
• No tissues, paper napkins or paper towels 
• No construction paper or dark colored paper 
• No green waste 
• Do recycle your milk and juice cartons, after a quick rinse 
• Do recycle your newspapers and cardboard (remove all 

plastic wrap and liners)  
• Do recycle office paper 
• Do recycle your aluminum foil and foil containers. Rinse 

containers and make sure foil is clean.  
• Do recycle all plastics, EXCEPT for Styrofoam® and 

plastic bags.  This includes plastic toys, furniture, coolers, 
and more.  Empty all containers and re-attach all caps, 
lids and sprayers.  

And it all goes in the barrel loose for sorting at the plant. 
Please do not place materials in bags or boxes.  
https://www.tucsonaz.gov/es/residential-recycling 

Crime	Stats	
Any crime in the neighborhood is more than we neighbors 
want. Thieves target where they think they can get in easily, 
grab whatever their favorite items are and get out. 
Neighboring Palo Verde and Garden District have suffered 
from a thief whose specialty is climbing over walls in back 
yards to grab tools. Don’t be a target, keep your garage and 
storage areas locked. Sooner or later the thief will be caught 
again. To follow TPD incidents in Blenman Elm here is the 
link to Don Ijams Neighborhood Support Network website 
that grabs info for Blenman Elm from TPD most mornings: 
http://nsn.soaz.info/incidents/zblenman.html  
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The	Blenman	Elm	National	Historic	District	
The National Historic District document is available at the 
BENA website: under the heading  Neighborhood: 
https://blenmanelm.wordpress.com/neighborhood/blenman-
elm-a-national-register-historic-district/ 
There are links to the Nomination document, divided into 
sections for ease in downloading. 
The Nomination process was started almost 20 years ago 
when a number of neighbors started planning for the 
Nomination. We had to locate funding for a consultant firm 
to help evaluate the housing and assemble the nomination. 
Many volunteers participated in both the data gathering, the 
photographing of the homes and historical research at the 
Arizona Historical Society. The easy way to see if your home 
is a contributor, is to look at the information in PRO Property 
Resource Online. https://www.tucsonaz.gov/PRO/pdsd/ 
Through PRO you can access the historic info Map Layer. 
There is a link to the scanned white Inventory Form that was 
integral to the process of getting the nomination. Not all the 
inventory forms are available; some were lost or mislaid. If 
the property was deemed not a contributor at the time of the 
nomination there may not be an inventory form. The 
inventory list, organized by house number, will give a reason 
for non-contributor status, e.g. wall, not old enough, loss of 
integrity through changes to the front, roofline. 

Tucson	Blvd	Clean	up	
BENA sponsors a clean up on Tucson Blvd. from Grant to 
Speedway on the 3rd Saturday of the month. We meet early in 
the summer, and a little later when the days are shorter. In 
the fall the clean up is 7-9 AM. Pick up safety vests, litter 
pickers and bags at 2318 E Elm St. Plan to go in pairs or trios 
and have fun with a neighbor seeing what has accumulated 
from passing vehicles. We are grateful for volunteers. Thank 
you Alan, Alice, Cat, Cayden, Cliff, Elisa, Jackie, Julia, Ken, 
Leo, Linda, Monyka, Mort, Scott, Shirley, Teresa, Twila, 
Vince and Catalina Vista volunteers who help with their 
frontage on the west side of Tucson north of Elm St.  
   – Alice Roe 
Blenman	Elm	Yahoo	Group	Listserv	
Are you interested in joining the Blenman Elm Yahoo 
Group? Send an e-mail to Joe Spitale   jnspitale@yahoo.com. 
You will be sent an e-mail invitation to join the group. When 
posting messages, remember that messages go to all group 
members. Rants and uncivil messages are not acceptable. 
Please refrain from political commentary. 

Blenman	Elm	Website	
BENA has a wonderful website with lots of information for 
residents under a variety of headings. There are newspaper 
clippings from the past, information on past home tours, a 
list of restaurants in the area. Throughout are scattered 
photos of the neighborhood. When you nose around this 
website you will find surprises that show what a special 
neighborhood we live in. https://blenmanelm.wordpress.com 

Home	Tour	2018	
Next Spring we will hold the next BENA Home Tour: 
Sunday March 25,2018. Want to help with this project? 
email benapresident@gmail.com , or call Alice 795-7310.  
Welcome	Packets  
Miriam Pattison, Jackie Kinman and Leo Burkhart assemble 
Welcome Packets for neighbors new to the neighborhood. 
Included are a welcoming letter and many informative 
pamphlets. Please email benapresident@gmail.com if you 
would like a packet or one for a new neighbor. 

Dog	owners:	please	pick	up	after	your	dog, 
wherever it went. City ordinance requires that waste in your 
yard should be picked up in 24 hours. This really helps in 
controlling the fly populations. A few neighbors have 
dispensers for plastic bags for you to use for your dog, in 
case you forgot to bring your own. The Environmental 
Services request that you purge the air out of the feces bag 
before tying it up and then double bag the waste.  

Brush	and	Bulky,	when	is	our	next	pickup?	
Check in December for schedule for 2018.  
https://www.tucsonaz.gov/es/brush-and-bulky 
Special Brush & Bulky Pick up: Call 791-3171  
Smart phone app: MyWaste can remind you. 

The Blenman Elm Neighborhood is the area between Campbell and 
Country Club, Speedway to Elm west of Tucson Blvd., Speedway to 
Grant east of Tucson Blvd. BENA includes residents on the north 
side of Elm St. and Potter Place. 
BENA Representatives for 2016-2017 
Officers: President Alice Roe 795-7310 

Vice President Steve Morrison 881-8330 
Treasurer Merrill Eisenberg 
Secretary Linda Phelan 325-4470 

Board Members: 
Leo Burkhart Miriam Pattison Joe Spitale 
Jackie Kinman Shirley Pitts Teresa Vasquez  
Alan Myklebust Cliff Rowley Vince Vasquez 
     Honorary Board Member   Steve Farley 

BENA Board Meetings are usually held at 7:00 PM on the 2nd Thursday 
of the month at the Arizona Inn, September to May. Occasionally, the 
board meeting date and/or place is changed due to scheduling. 
Residents are invited to attend. You may reach your board members at 
BENA, P.O. Box 42092, Tucson AZ 85733, or email 
benapresident@gmail.com 

Want to support your neighborhood association? 
Send your 2017-2018 membership dues, $10.00 per household, 
to Treasurer, BENA, P.O. Box 42092, Tucson AZ 85733 

Name ___________________________________________  

Address _________________________________________  

Phone __________________________________________  

Email ___________________________________________  
Membership dues ensure that you will receive your newsletter 
via first class mail. 


