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Blenman Elm Neighborhood Association Fall 2016 
P.O. Box 42092, Tucson, Arizona 85733 

All residents of the Blenman Elm Neighborhood are invited to attend: 
GENERAL MEETING of the BLENMAN ELM NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION 

Thursday November 10, 2016 at 7:00 PM 
Ward 6, Meeting Room 

3202 E First Street 
Program: Habitat at Home, Why you want a Living Yard 
Kendall Kroesen of Tucson Audubon Society, presenter 
Election of BENA Board for 2016-17, Neighborhood issues 

Refreshments and social time 

Beautiful native yards make homes for birds and they green the neighborhood. Learn what these yards look like and how 
Tucson Audubon can help. Kendall Kroesen is Habitat at Home program manager for the Tucson Audubon Society. 
NOMINATIONS to the BENA Board: If you would like to nominate yourself or another neighbor to be a member of the 
Board of the Blenman Elm Neighborhood Association, please contact Nominations Chair Alan Myklebust via email at  
benapresident@gmail.com. We ask that those volunteering to be members of the BENA Board commit to attending as many 
of the board meetings as possible, usually held at 7:00 PM on the second Thursday of the month, September through May. 

Habitat	at	Home	
Learn how to create safe, sustainable bird 
habitat in your yard. Support local bird 
species whose populations are declining. 
Kendall Kroesen of Tucson Audubon 
will teach the elements of backyard de-
sign that make good bird habitat and will 
discuss how to keep birds safe from 
threats in our yards and suburbs. He will 
explain how habitat upgrades to your 
yard can result in recognition from Tuc-
son Audubon. Tucson Audubon launched 
the Habitat at Home program earlier this 
year as a way to support native bird spe-
cies in our urban areas. 
“We don’t believe supporting populations 
of birds can only be done through pre-
serving wilderness and conserving natu-
ral resources,” says Kendall Kroesen, 
who manages the program. “The program 
as a whole is designed to address the big-
gest threat to birds, which is loss of habi-
tat,” he says. 

 
The key, and what the Habitat at Home 
program aims to do, is to plant our yards 
in a way that supports bird species not 
frequently seen in our residential neigh-
borhoods. Making some strategic plant-
ing decisions can have a huge impact on 
getting these birds back into town. 

 

Cyclovia	will	be	Oct	30th	
Cyclovia is coming Sunday 10/30/16. 
10:00 AM to 3:00 PM. The route will go 
from the Tucson Botanical Gardens on 
Alvernon and pass through the Palo 
Verde Neighborhood to the Miramonte 
Neighborhood just east of Country Club. 
Cyclovia is a celebration of non motor-
ized use of the street: good for pedestri-
ans and bicyclists. There will be interest-
ing activities along the route before the 
terminus at Whole Foods. 
http://www.cycloviatucson.org 

BENA  
The Blenman Elm Neighborhood 
Association Newsletter 
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Banner	update:	
Banner continues to work with neighbors on the impacts of 
construction and changes at the Banner UMC Tucson hospital. 
The nearby neighborhood associations meet with the Banner 
team quarterly to go over the construction impacts. The steel 
and concrete pours are expected to be completed in January 
2017. Note the two tall 
cranes. For building height 
reference the crane’s main 
boom is 200 ft with the jib 
160 ft.  The hospital PAD 
zoning allows 185 feet to the 
roof deck, and another 30 
for roof top appurtenances 
such as the elevator over 
run, architectural features, 
mechanical equipment, an-
tennae and screening. The 
original plan was for 11 sto-
ries and then was cut back to 9 for budgetary and programmatic 
reasons. Banner is working with the helicopter companies to 
ensure the safety of both patients and the construction workers. 
Banner developed a communications protocol between pilots 
and the project crane operators. The big military helicopters 
will be diverted to the Banner south campus for non-critical 
flights. They are working on the protocols for critical large hel-
icopter flights to use the current west helipad on top of Dia-
mond Children’s Center. Banner has leased parking at Grace St. 
Paul’s church weekdays for staff until the construction is fin-
ished and the hospital’s parking is reconfigured and restored. 
Banner has also leased space at Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church. 
For info on the project check the link:  
http://www.bumct-expansion.com 

Treat	Ave	Bicycle	Boulevard		
The Treat Bicycle Boulevard will upgrade 6 miles of exist-
ing Residential Bike Routes in central Tucson stretching from 
the Rillito River Path on the north to the Aviation Bikeway on 
the south. In the recently published Bicycle Boulevard Master-
plan for Tucson, Treat Ave is listed as the #3 priority. Although 
there is no funding currently, City is looking for grants to make 
the Treat Ave Bike Blvd. a reality. 
The elements listed in the Masterplan that affect BENA are: 

• Upgrade existing HAWK beacons at Grant Rd. and 
Speedway Blvd. into TOUCAN signals 

• Traffic calming throughout 
• Pavement markings and way finding signage  
• Prioritization of bicycle traffic 
• Improved pavement quality 

Check out the link for more information:  
www.tucsonaz.gov/projects/treat-bicycle-boulevard 

Brush and Bulky. Save your items on your property until 2 
weeks prior to the next collection. You can request a special 
pick up any time, but that will cost $55. The dates for 2017 are 
not yet set. Check with Environmental Services in December. 
791-3171  https://www.tucsonaz.gov/es/brush-and-bulky  

Our	Saviour’s	Lutheran	Church,	RFP	seeks	
Development	Partner	
In late August, Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church published a Re-
quest for Proposal (RFP) to develop the property northeast of N 
Campbell and E Speedway. The area is in the Blenman Elm 
Neighborhood and is covered by the Blenman Vista Neighbor-
hood Plan that was originally adopted by Mayor and Council in 
1986. The RFP states that the sorts of uses the church would be 
interested in include, but are not limited to: Medical, Psychiat-
ric, Social Services, Healthcare, Education, College Ministry, 
Live-in Care/Senior Care, Holistic Medicine, Interactive Health 
Care, Child Care and Housing.  
Our Saviour’s was founded in 1945. “As the oldest Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in Tucson, we embrace our heritage, while at 
the same time looking forward to the future with creative new 
ministries and opportunities. ...Currently Our Saviour’s Luther-
an is interested in finding a development partner to entitle and 
develop the property to the south of the Church and possibly the 
optional property north of the Church. The Church feels that 
with the right partnership and with the collaboration with the 
surrounding community, they can meet the mission of the 
Church in serving the congregation while also meeting some of 
the current and future needs of the Tucson community.” The 
RFP responses are due October 27. 
Further explanation from the RFP: “The Church’s goal for the 
property is low cost services for the community that will coin-
cide with the ministerial goals of the Church. ... other uses be-
sides the preferred uses will be entertained as well. The Church 
encourages future collaboration with the neighborhood after the 
winning proposal is selected.” They note that a Blenman Vista 
Plan amendment and a rezoning will be needed for the sorts of 
uses envisioned, i.e. anything other than low density residential 
as the current R-1 zoning allows. The Church intends to retain 
ownership of the land. The RFP does contain a timeline that 
leads to project initiation, assuming the Congregation accepts a 
plan, starting in the spring. (from Our Saviour’s RFP) 
Here is a link to the Our Saviour’s Lutheran website with the 
PDF of the RFP.  http://lutherantucson.org/oslc-rfp/ 

Crime	Prevention:	
The Neighborhood Support Network and Don Ijams grab the 
police crime incidents almost every day and allow us to view 
the last 80 incidents by neighborhood. 
http://nsn.soaz.info/incidents/zblenman.html There are steps 
you can take to lessen your chances of being a crime victim. 
Lock doors and windows including securing the doggy door. 
Lock your vehicle. Park your vehicle close to your home. 
Neighborhood Watch is a program for neighbors watching out 
for one another. If you would like to set up a Neighborhood 
Watch on your block, or resurrect a former Neighborhood 
Watch group, please contact TPD Resource Officer Kara Curtis, 
837-7428 Kara.Curtis@tucsonaz.gov. Knowing your neighbors 
builds strength in our community.  

The printing of the Blenman Elm Neighborhood Fall 2016 
Newsletter is supported by the Blenman Elm Neighborhood 
Association. Hand distribution is courtesy of many volunteers 
in the neighborhood. Thank you 
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Home	Tour	2016	
BENA sold 396 tickets for neighbors, friends and guests to tour 
seven homes, SS Peter & Paul School and Casa Video Film 
Bar. BENA made a donation of $396 to Ben’s Bell’s, $1 per 
ticket sold. The variety was a good showcase of our neighbor-
hood. Thank you to those who graciously opened their homes, 
the numerous volunteers who helped with the homes and tickets 
sales, and to the committee that made it all happen: Kathy 
Kretschmer, Alice Roe, Teresa Vasquez, Julie Getlan, Joyce 
Liska. The proceeds are being used for the match for the Park-
Tucson grant. In spite of the scattered showers, conflict with the 
Sam Hughes garden tour, BENA netted $2,938. Thank you all 
who helped, attended, and enjoyed meeting your neighbors. 

ParkTucson	Grant		
BENA applied for a ParkTucson Neithborhood Enhancement 
Grant last Spring. Sonya Norman assembled the information for 
more water harvesting features in the NE quadrant as well as 
for a couple of planters in the right of way. The reality is that 
one of the areas identified will be much more costly than 
thought due to space considerations. Sonya is proposing to 
work with Watershed Management Group to realize the plans 
with the $6,800 from ParkTucson and $3,400 for BENA’s 
match. Sonya says if we use volunteers to work on the water 
harvesting features, digging holes and laying rocks, our grant 
funds will go further. To volunteer for this project, please call 
Sonya Norman at 795-2622. 

Coyote	update	
The local coyote family had pups again last spring. There con-
tinue to be a number of coyotes in the area. They can and do 
range throughout Blenman Elm and Catalina Vista and beyond. 
What do you do when you see a coyote and you are walking? 
Here are tips from the Arizona Game and Fish Dept. on living 
with coyotes: 

• Never approach a coyote 
• Show you are dominant by keeping eye contact with 

the animal 
• Yell or make loud noises with whistles, bang pots etc. 
• Encourage coyotes to leave by spraying with a hose, 

throwing sticks or rocks near them or shaking a can 
filled with pennies or pebbles 

• Don’t stimulate a coyote’s chase instinct by running 
• Pick up small pets 
• Protect small children so they won’t panic and run 

    www.azgfd.gov/urbanwildlife 
The GF brochure on coyotes suggests that removal of coyotes 
just leads to other coyotes moving in from the surrounding area 
and breeding faster. 
Coyotes eat whatever is available, including seeds, dates and 
other fruit, dead animals, rodents, rabbits, garbage, pet food, 
house cats and small dogs. These wild canines are well adapted 
to living in an urban area. They are clever and adaptable to 
changes in their area.  

Tucson	Blvd	Clean	Ups	
Under the Tucson Clean & Beautiful 
Adopt a Street program BENA volun-
teers have been picking up the trash 
monthly along Tucson Blvd between 
Grant and Speedway. In addition to 
the trash we have reported potholes 
(not many) overhanging branches and 
taken care of graffiti. Thank you Te-
resa, Vince, Jackie, Leo, Mort, Linda, 
Alan, Cat, Cliff, Stuart, Alice, 
Shirley, Scott, Laura, Anne, Shelley, 
Steve, Linda and Ann. This summer 
TCB awarded BENA the sign just 
south of Grant in recognition of 6 
months of satisfactory clean ups. Thanks also to the Catalina 
Vista volunteers who pick trash out of the cactus and keep the 
vegetation trimmed along the frontage road on the west side of 
Tucson Blvd. 

Casa	Seton	update	
The Casa Seton property north of the Arizona Inn parking lot 
was cleared of most vegetation. Fill dirt was trucked in to create 
elevated house sites. Permits have been issued for 7 of the 11 
homes (as of early October). Those walking by on Elm can see 
the framing and soon to be closed in structures. These homes 
will be 2500 to 3300 sq ft in three models. The homes are one 
story, although some roof peaks will be 24 ft high (maximum in 
the zoning is 25 ft.) Per Miramonte Homes’s website, 2 of the 
homes under construction are sold. See the website for details. 
http://www.miramontehomes.com/communities/tucson/casa-
seton/ 

The	New	Ramada	in	Tahoe	Park	
The Catalina Vista Neighborhood has raised the monies to 
complete a ramada in Tahoe Park, 2000 block of E. Edison. A 
neighbor saved a supply of the green glazed tiles from the Casa 
Seton mansion as it was razed. These tiles grace a ramada that 
will reflect the front door porch structure on the old mansion. 
Enjoy the bit of local history when you go to the park. In addi-
tion for dog walkers there is a relatively new dog water foun-
tain.  

Mosquitoes	and	Zika	
Our public health officials say it is only a matter of time before 
the Zika virus will join West Nile and other mosquito carried 
diseases in the area. Although the summer rains are gone, even 
in the fall it is a good time to take stock of your yard and dis-
pose of anything that catches water inadvertently. This can be 
as simple as a crumpled plastic bag, or a saucer under a plant. 
Bird baths and pet water dishes should be dumped and cleaned 
regularly. For concerns or complaints about mosquitos contact 
the Pima County Health Dept (520) 724-7908.	
Dog Walkers – Please carry bags to scoop when your dog 
does its business. Keep our neighborhood clean. 
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Entrance	monument	at	Campbell	and	Elm		
The monument is complete, tiles by State Senator, Public Artist 
and Neighbor Steve Farley. The letters for the Catalina Vista 
side were poorly installed. That project will not be finished un-
til the letters are all straight and the paint job done right. Banner 
paid for the monument and signs to assist drivers recognition of 
the residential nature of the neighborhoods east of Campbell. 
This is in preparation for the 2018 total revamping of Elm St. 
west of Campbell to become the main entrance to the new hos-
pital and its associated parking lots. The current plans for the 
intersection include double left turn lanes to go north on Camp-
bell and dedicated right turn lane south. There are to be a total 
of 5 lanes plus bike lanes on Elm on the west side of Campbell. 
BENA and Catalina Vista thank the Banner team for their 
commitment to the nearby neighborhoods and the community. 

Paving		
Elm St. between Tucson Blvd. and Country Club is receiving 
much needed pavement restoration. Although there was a forest 
of barricade flashers in early October, this was a promise for a 
new surface with NO Potholes! The project is to be completed 
by the end of November. The City is funding the repair through 
the $100 million Street Repair Bonds voters approved in 2012. 
Last year BENA’s NE quadrant residential streets received 
pavement preservation treatment. A few years ago Tucson Blvd 
from Speedway to Grant was milled and paved. The surface 
holds up really well. Per TDOT’s estimate, the milling and pav-
ing of Elm St. will last for 15 years.  
https://www.tucsonaz.gov/street-bonds 
Welcome	Packets  
Miriam Pattison and Jackie Kinman assemble Welcome Packets 
for neighbors new to the neighborhood. Included is a welcom-
ing letter and many informative pamphlets. Please email 
benapresident@gmail.com if you would like a packet or a one 
for a new neighbor. 

Want	to	know	what	is	going	on	in	the	City?  
Ward 6 Council Member Steve Kozachik emails a weekly 
newsletter that is long, but extremely informative on the issues 
that are on City Council agendas and other items that affect us 
in the central area of Tucson. Here is a link to the Ward 6 
webpage with past newsletter links and a sign up for the news-
letter. https://www.tucsonaz.gov/ward-6  

Property	Resource	Online	(PRO)	
Are you curious about construction you see? Property Research 
Online is your key to viewing the permits and the plans. Or 
seeing if there is a permit. Use the dialog box to search for a 
specific address. 
https://www.tucsonaz.gov/prodev/pdsd/ 

Blenman	Elm	Yahoo	Group	Listserv	
Are you interested in joining the Blenman Elm Yahoo Group? 
Send an e-mail to Joe Spitale at jnspitale@yahoo.com. You will 
be sent an e-mail invitation to join the group. When posting 
messages, remember that messages go to all group members. 
Rants and uncivil messages are not acceptable. Please refrain 
from political commentary. 

Weeds	
It is the resident's responsibility to maintain the property that 
they live on from the curb to the building. The strip between the 
curb and the sidewalk is yours to maintain. Your responsibility 
in the alley or easement behind your property extends to the 
halfway point. Weeds in excess of 6" anywhere on your proper-
ty are in violation of the City Ordinance.  Please take care of 
your weeds before someone calls 791-5843 to report the 
weeds.   
Here is a link to a list of Code Violations in BENA 
http://neighsupport.net/codevio/cezblenman.html 

Aircraft	Noise	Complaints	
For helicopters headed to the hospital, call Banner UMC Secu-
rity 694-6533. Remember that the usual flight path may be vio-
lated for local wind conditions or the patient’s condition.  
For military aircraft, call Davis-Monthan 228-5091. Check out 
the D-M Community Initiatives website: 
http://www.dm.af.mil/AboutUs/Library/355FWLiaison.aspx 

The Blenman Elm Neighborhood is the area between Campbell and 
Country Club, Speedway to Elm west of Tucson Blvd., Speedway to 
Grant east of Tucson Blvd. BENA includes residents on the north side 
of Elm St. and Potter Place. 
BENA Representatives for 2015-2016 
Officers: President Alice Roe 795-7310 

Vice President Steve Morrison 881-8330 
Treasurer Merrill Eisenberg 
Secretary Linda Phelan 325-4470 

Board Members: 
Leo Burkhart Miriam Pattison Teresa Vasquez 
Jackie Kinman Shirley Pitts Vince Vasquez 
Alan Myklebust Joe Spitale  
     Honorary Board Member   Steve Farley 

BENA Board Meetings are usually held at 7:00 PM on the 2nd Thursday of 
the month at the Arizona Inn, September to May. Occasionally, the board 
meeting date and/or place is changed due to scheduling difficulties. Resi-
dents are invited to attend. You may reach your board members at BENA, 
P.O. Box 42092, Tucson AZ 85733, or email benapresident@gmail.com 

Want to support your neighborhood association? 
Send your 2016-2017 membership dues, $10.00 per household, to 
Treasurer, BENA, P.O. Box 42092, Tucson AZ 85733 

Name ___________________________________________  

Address _________________________________________  

Phone ___________________________________________  

Email ___________________________________________  
Membership dues ensure that you will receive your newsletter via 
first class mail. 


