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Blenman Elm Neighborhood Association Fall 2013 
P.O. Box 42092, Tucson, Arizona 85733 

All residents of the Blenman Elm Neighborhood are invited to attend: 
GENERAL MEETING of the BLENMAN ELM NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION 

Thursday November 14, 2013 at 6:00 PM 
Himmel Park Library, Meeting Room 

1035 North Treat Avenue 
Program: State of City, Council Member Steve Kozachik 

Sun Link Modern Street Car Safety 
Election of BENA Board for 2013-14, Neighborhood issues 

Refreshments and social time 

Council Member for Ward 6 Steve Kozachik was first elected in 2009. Steve has no opposition in the November election. Steve has 
worked tirelessly for our City and its citizens for fiscal responsibility and problem solving with all parties at the table.  
NOMINATIONS to the BENA Board: If you would like to nominate yourself or another neighbor to be a member of the Board of 
the Blenman Elm Neighborhood Assoc., please contact Nominations Chair Kathy Wilson via email at benapresident@gmail.com. 
We ask that those volunteering to be members of the BENA Board commit to attending as many of the board meetings as possible, 
usually held on the second Thursday of the month September through May.  

Sun$Link$Safety$
Why should we worry about the Modern Streetcar that will 
not will be in operation until next summer? Those tracks are 
in our streets now. Learn how not to catch your bike wheels, 
strollers, walkers, heels, and how to drive where there are 
tracks. We will have a safety expert at the Annual Meeting. 
For information: http://tucsonstreetcar.com 

Neighborhood$Tree$Inventory$
Over the last twenty years the Blenman/Elm Neighborhood 
Association has encouraged and participated in planting 
curbside trees to enhance our neighborhood.  Our most re-
cent efforts involved planting 30 trees in curbside cutouts 
along Treat between Speedway and Elm. 
Neighbor and Association member Dick Barber has recently 
completed an Urban Forestry Certification Program at the 
Tucson Botanical Garden. As part of his certification pro-
gram, Dick is doing a formal Tree Inventory of the curbside 
trees in the southwest quadrant of our neighborhood - the 
area between Speedway and Elm Street and between Tucson 
Boulevard and Campbell Ave.  This inventory would use a 
City of Tucson metric to identify, measure and evaluate the 
condition of trees growing next to the curb and street.  For 
this project Dick will need several volunteers. If you are 

interested in helping with this project, please attend our No-
vember meeting where we will discuss how the inventory 
will be done. Dick may be contacted at rbarber21@cox.net.  

Tree$Pruning$Workshop$
Saturday,$November$9th,$9$AM$–$Noon$

This workshop is open to anyone in the neighborhood, espe-
cially those who have had TREES FOR TUCSON trees 
planted along their right-of-way as part of the Treat Ave. 
Trees project. Learn why, when and how to prune your street 
trees, when NOT to prune (young trees), tool maintenance 
and City street tree requirements.!
Please bring:!

Loppers or hand pruners! pruning saw!
goggles (if you have them) gloves!
closed-toes shoes!

If you have a pick-up, and would be willing to use it for 
hauling trimmings to a central location in the neighborhood 
then please let us know.!
We will meet at 9 AM at the SW corner of Treat Ave. 
and Mabel St..!
Please RSVP to sonyanorman@hotmail.com or by phone at 
795-2622.!

BENA 
The Blenman Elm Neighborhood 
Association Newsletter 
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HHW#Collection#now#Spring#and#Fall#
Frank Bonillas, head of the Household Hazardous Waste 
Collection program for the City, found BENA’s past out-
reach efforts so successful since the first collection in 1996, 
that he has taken the HHW collection on the road on Second 
Saturdays of the month to six neighborhood outreach sites 
for twice yearly collections. Committed volunteers make 
these collections work. Last April we had a good turn out 
with 197 drop offs at Himmel Park representing 215 house-
holds. The first HHW Collection for Himmel Park under the 
Second Saturday Outreach was on September 14 with 412 
drop offs representing 445 households. Due to publicity in 
the Arizona Daily Star, many came from areas far from our 
midtown location. All had gotten the message on keeping 
hazardous materials out of the waste stream.  
Thank you to Blenman Elm volunteers who helped last 
spring and/or in September: Shirley Pitts, Miriam Pattison, 
Gigi Farley, Steve Farley, Jeff Krause, Gary Hunter, Cheryl 
Houser, Barbara Arvold, Cliff Rowley, Bob Hiller, Sonya 
Norman, Denise Holzman, Alice Roe and volunteers from 
the Palo Verde and Catalina Vista Neighborhoods. In Sep-
tember Frank Bonillas recruited many more volunteers in-
cluding some UA students. The next HHW Collection at 
Himmel Park will be on March 8, 2014. Anyone who would 
like to volunteer to help with future Household Hazardous 
Waste collections contact Frank.Bonillas@tucsonaz.gov 

ParkWise#
The western parts of Blenman Elm continue to feel the ef-
fects of all day parking as people heading to the UA or 
UAMC chose not to pay to park on campus. The ParkWise 
Residential Permit program and the 2 or 3 hour restricted 
parking signs help keep some of the streets clear of all day 
parking and allow Arizona Inn guests to find street parking 
for daytime events. If all day parking on your block has be-
come a problem, please call ParkWise (791-5071) to start the 
process to setup the Residential Parking Permit Program. For 
more information: 
http://parkwise.tucsonaz.gov/parkwise/residential-parking-
permit-program 

Urban#Agriculture#and#UDC#
The City is considering defining the UDC (Universal Devel-
opment Code) regulations on Urban Agriculture. Currently, 
the code does not address issues well. Planners are trying to 
better define numbers of animals such as chickens or minia-
ture goats and food production in residential zones. The is-
sue is complex. Many are passionate in their advocacy. Here 
is the link to the draft code: 
http://cms3.tucsonaz.gov/files/planning/UrbanAg_amendme
nts_September2013.pdf 
 

Hand distribution of this newsletter is courtesy of many volunteers in the 
neighborhood. Thank you. 

Liquor#Licenses#
Your neighborhood association leadership is notified of new 
liquor licenses within a mile of the neighborhood. Recently 
there have been two applications for restaurant liquor licens-
es on Speedway, Ali Baba and Luke’s. Because these two 
restaurants are in a C-1 zone, adjacent to residential zones, 
the management of these restaurants were required to hold 
neighborhood meetings to address their mitigation plans. In 
general these plans can only address spill over lighting from 
the parking lot, parking, and outdoor noise. Hours for sales 
of alcohol are set by State of AZ liquor laws. At the Ali Ba-
ba neighborhood meeting, neighbors voiced concerns over 
the Hookah Lounge that had been subleased from Ali Baba. 
Ali Baba closed down the Hookah Lounge when they under-
stood how it impacted the close neighbors. Thank you Ali 
Baba management for responding. 

Great#Horned#Owls#
What a great stress reliever, watching owls wake up. Last 
spring I sat in a back yard and watched the local Great 
Horned Owl family from when they became active at the end 
of the afternoon until dark. Many neighbors joined in the 
fun. We watched the three owlets learning to manage their 
wings, yes they missed their aim sometimes. One memorable 
early flight ended with an owlet hanging by its talons upside 
down on the trunk of a palm tree. It shook itself free. We 
saw the adults bringing in prey species. We watched the 
owlets begging as the parents dismembered their meal. Owls 
eating are messy. We watched the Cooper’s Hawk come 
screaming by. And we listened. Low Pitched Hoot, the male, 
would call, answered by Higher Pitched Hoot, the female. 
This fall the owlets have dispersed, the owl parents are call-
ing, Higher Pitched Hoot, answered by Low Pitched Hoot. 
Time line: The first young was visible on the nest in early 
March. By April and May they were climbing around and 
learning to use their wings, which changed size daily. De-
spite the efforts of the owl family, we still have lots of rab-
bits, packrats and doves in the area. A. Roe 

Spring#Fling#is#to#return#to#the#UA#Mall#
After some dozen years of Spring Fling’s location at Rillito 
Park, the student run event will be on the UA Mall next 
April 11-13, 2014. This event is a fundraiser for all the stu-
dent groups on campus. As neighbors we can support our 
UA students as well as enjoy a nearby fair next April. Jared 
Young, Executive Director for Spring Fling for a second 
year and his team are working to mitigate issues of noise, 
parking and other problems that plagued on campus Spring 
Flings of the past. There will be rides, and there will also be 
student booths both showcasing and benefiting the clubs 
from food and drink sales. The Spring Fling leadership 
wants to make this a family friendly event for the entire 
community. The leadership will be using incident manage-
ment techniques for rapid response as problems arise.  
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Bob$Tindall,$193402013$
BENA resident for 40 years, Bob Tindall died in July 2013. 
Bob was a UA School of Business faculty member for many 
many years, as well as having taught business and entrepre-
neurship all over the world. There is a complete obituary in 
the Arizona Daily Star on July 28, 2013, outlining Bob’s life 
long interest in learning and devotion to teaching. Bob is 
survived by his domestic partner Linda B. Lynn as well as 
his son, daughter and other relatives.  

Ed$Caldwell,$193302013$
Long time resident of Blenman Elm Ed Caldwell died in 
Chandler in June 2013. Ed and his wife Mary lived on 
Drachman Street with a yard full of Mary’s carefully tended 
desert plants. There was no obituary in the Arizona Daily 
Star; here is some of what Mary wrote for their friends: 
Ed was born February 13, 1933, in Pampa, Texas. He gradu-
ated from high school with an early passion for art and na-
ture that continued throughout his life. 
Ed served his country in the U.S. Marines from 1953-1956. 
Ed’s formal training was in Architecture and Advertising Art 
and Design. He worked as lead artist for North American 
Aviation in Los Angeles 1961-1964. 
After moving to Tucson in 1964, Ed furthered his experience 
by working free-lance in architectural drafting and electrical 
engineering drafting and attending Durham College. Some 
of his happiest experiences were working for the National 
Park Service at Saguaro National Park as a Seasonal Fire 
Lookout in 1967 and 1968. In spare moments he could pur-
sue art and photography. 
Ed served as Director of the University of Arizona Bureau of 
Audiovisual Services 1968-1980. He worked for Hughes 
Aircraft from 1980-1990 until retirement.  
After retirement, Ed enjoyed more free expression of art in 
wood carving, sculpture, ceramics, drawing, and watercolor 
painting. He volunteered in many ways with Tucson Audu-
bon Society, Boy Scouts and other community groups 
...always hoping to keep the beauty of Nature available to all 
along with an appreciation and understanding. 
Ed is survived by his wife of 47 years Mary, and son Steve.  
A scholarship fund is established to honor his life-long ap-
preciation of Nature and Art. Donations can be designated to 
the Edmund R. Caldwell Memorial Scholarship Fund and 
mailed to: Tucson Audubon Society, 300 E. University 
Blvd., #120, Tucson, AZ 85705 

Litter$what$was$he$thinking?$
“Mark,” you enjoyed your name brand 16 oz clear plastic 
cup with a straw and lid of icy deliciousness with 4 shots 
picked up at the drive thru. Then after a couple of miles you 
pitched your empty along with some eco-correct unbleached 
paper napkins. Or at least that is the story told by the detritus 
along one of our streets. Pitching items from cars is littering.  

Grant$Road$Improvement$Project$
Although the widening project started with the Grant and 
Oracle intersection and will address other areas when that is 
done, the area closest to Blenman Elm will not start until the 
mid 2020’s, 10 years hence. Under current City Real Estate 
policies, the necessary right of way property acquisitions 
will not happen until the start of work on a segment. This 
policy means that nothing will be happening along Grant 
from Tucson to Country Club soon. Likewise the planning 
for land uses along the Grant Road corridor will be handled 
in separate segments paralleling the right of way acquisition. 
Property owners waiting for the buyout will continue to have 
to wait. 

Be$Aware,$Beware$
Some of our homes have become targets for burglars. People 
who break in to swipe stuff are usually opportunists looking 
for the least trouble. Security alarms help, signs announcing 
security alarms help, barking dogs, making sure your home 
looks occupied, keeping your doors locked, all help. We do 
not have to live behind window bars and fortress walls. High 
walls are good for privacy, bad for noticing the burglar next 
door. When you are away, make sure your neighbors know 
that the delivery truck backed up to your home may be ne-
farious. How can TPD catch someone? That is where we 
come in. Call 911 for suspicious activity. Report the small 
thefts, so at least TPD officers know something is going on 
in our neighborhood. Know your neighbors. Let our new 
neighbors know that they need to lock their doors, lock their 
windows, lock their cars, lock their bicycles. Information on 
Neighborhood Watch is available from TPD: 
http://cms3.tucsonaz.gov/police/neighborhood-watch 

Trash$101$
There is a new App for your smart phone: my waste. Input 
your address and you can set it to remind you to put out your 
trash and your recycling. Want to know what to do with 
items you want to dispose of, you can query the App. If our 
Brush and Bulky pick up time is not within a couple of 
weeks, the App will direct you to take your old sofa to Los 
Reales Land Fill. You can request a Brush and Bulky pick 
up anytime at your residence. There will be a charge. Call 
791-3171 to schedule and for further details.  
http://www.my-waste.mobi/AZ-Tucson/ 
Regular trash and recycling collections use trucks that lift 
the barrels and dump them. Trash or recycling that is left 
next to containers will not be picked up. Keep your stuff on 
your property until you have time to dispose of it properly.  
Recycling: No longer do we have to look for the plastic re-
cycling number. If it is a container and it is plastic, it is recy-
clable with the exception of styrofoam and plastic bags. Any 
questions call the Recycle Info Line 791-5000. 
Note, sometimes, our garbage and recycling barrels are 
tipped over or the wind on collection day deposits some 
waste on our streets. Please pick up your area promptly.  
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Campus'Community'Relations'Committee'
BENA is a member of the Campus Community Relations 
Committee (CCRC). The member organizations are the 9 
neighborhoods around the core UA campus, UA Office for 
Community Relations, UAMC hospital, City Wards 3 and 6. 
Meetings are at 6:00 PM on the second Tuesday of the 
month usually at the Student Union. CCRC is a forum for 
discussion of issues that impact the edges of the core cam-
pus. The UA is not walled off from the community, and the 
community should not consider itself walled off from the 
UA. In the past the group has learned about transportation, 
construction projects, worked with the Dean of Student’s 
office where there are Greek houses in neighborhoods. The 
UA is an engine of vitality in our central Tucson location.  
Thank you to Alan Myklebust for his service as Blenman 
Elm’s CCRC representative. Please contact Alice Roe if you 
would like to join this monthly exchange of information at 
the CCRC meeting. 795-7310 or benapresident@gmail.com 

BENA'Elm'Neighbor'finds'California'Pottery'
Neighbor Elissa Fazio had a great adventure and lots of hard 
work by finding and cleaning out her neighbor’s tumble-
down shed. The Arizona Daily Star had an article April 21, 
2013 describing the 10,000 pieces of California Pottery 
stored after Jack Klein closed his store 60 years ago. Elissa 
and her team washed, catalogued, and researched the numer-
ous pieces and then held a sale last spring. In the two day 
sale they did not begin to sell all the pottery pieces. Elissa is 
still offering the items for sale, by appointment. Contact 
Elissa pogonip@qwestoffice.net   phone 326-0426. 

Blenman'Elm'Yahoo'Group'
If you are interested in joining Blenman Elm Yahoo Group, 
send an e-mail to Joe Spitale at jnspitale@yahoo.com. Just 
include Blenman-Elm Group in your subject line and you 
will be sent an e-mail invitation to join the group. 
When posting messages, remember that messages go to eve-
ryone in the group. Rants and uncivil messages are not ac-
ceptable. Please refrain from political commentary. 

Welcome'packets'
Miriam Pattison has created Welcome Packets for new 
neighbors with an assemblage of materials for new residents. 
Included is a letter of welcome, information on trash and 
recycling, pets, a BENA newsletter, info on the Historic Dis-
trict and much more. These packets are assembled on de-
mand, and subject to volunteer time. If you would like one 
for a neighbor or yourself, please email benapresi-
dent@gmail.com. Please include the address of the residence 
and if the packet is for a homeowner or renter. 

Brush'and'Bulky'pick'up'
If you missed the last Brush and Bulky collection in our area 
in August, save your items for the next collection likely in 
February. The 2014 schedule has not been published as of 
press time. Check with Environmental Services in December. 
http://cms3.tucsonaz.gov/es/content/brush-and-bulky 

Home'Tour'Spring'2014'
Neighbors are gearing up for Home Tour 2014 on Sunday 
afternoon March 30, 2014. Jane Powers and her committee 
are organizing an appropriate number of homes. If you 
would like to have your home considered for our home tour, 
please contact Jane 326-1632. We will also need volunteers 
to help with the tour on March 30.  

Public'School'Tax'Credit'donations'
Blenman Elementary School will be happy to receive your tax 
credit gift to support Fine Arts, After School Sports, Tutoring 
or the Highest Need. File your Arizona taxes and receive a 
dollar for dollar tax credit up to $200 per individual or $400 
per couple for your state income taxes. Please send your 
check and program designation to Blenman Elementary 
School, 1695 N. Country Club, Tucson AZ 85716. Please 
include your name, address, zip code and phone number and 
you will be sent a receipt for tax purposes. 

Military'Community'Relations'Committee'
The MCRC (Military Community Relations Committee) has 
existed to provide a forum for information to flow from Da-
vis Monthan AFB and neighborhoods and businesses in Tuc-
son. Gary Hunter has represented BENA for a number of 
years. Gary has been passionate and thorough in his explora-
tion of the issue of noise from military aircraft over the City. 
The base has felt the effects of the Sequester in ways that 
decreased the number of air craft flying. Operation Snow 
Bird training has been cancelled. The next OSB visitors are 
scheduled for January 2014. DM Community Liaison web-
site: http://www.dm.af.mil/units/communityliaison.asp 
The Blenman Elm Neighborhood is the area between Campbell and 
Country Club, Speedway to Elm west of Tucson Blvd., Speedway to 
Grant east of Tucson Blvd. BENA includes residents on the north 
side of Elm St. and Potter Place 
BENA Representatives for 2012-2013 
Officers: President Alice Roe 795-7310 
Vice President Steve Morrison 881-8330 
Treasurer  Jane Powers 326-1632 
Secretary  Linda Phelan 325-4470 
Board Members: 
Steve Farley Miriam Pattison Joe Spitale 
Alan Myklebust Shirley Pitts Kathy Wilson 
BENA Board Meetings are usually held at 7:00 PM on the 2nd Thursday of 
the month at the Arizona Inn, September to May. Occasionally, the board 
meeting date and/or place is changed due to scheduling difficulties. Resi-
dents are invited to attend. You may reach your board members at BENA, 
P.O. Box 42092, Tucson AZ 85733, or email benapresident@gmail.com 

Want to support your neighborhood association? 
Become a member! Send your 2013-2014 membership dues of 
$10.00 per household to Treasurer, BENA, P.O. Box 42092, 
Tucson AZ 85733 

Name ___________________________________________  

Address _________________________________________  

Phone __________________________________________  
Membership dues ensure that you will receive your newsletter 
via first class mail. 


